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What a term this has been. Slices of 
our Learning  - this time in the form of 
Book Celebrations -  have punctuated 
our weekly diary this half-term and it 
has been a real treat to welcome back 
parents on to site. Observing our pu-
pils interact with their parents, as they 
show the areas of which they feel 
most proud in their range of books, is 
a real privilege. The catering depart-
ment certainly did not disappoint with 
confectionary delicacies and cookies, 
which of course I needed to sample.  
These little learning journeys, family 
interactions and small moments of 
everyday greatness, alongside our 
colleagues’ guidance and support 
within both the formal and informal 
curriculum, are what matter just as 
much as what happens in the class-
room. They are a part of our identity 
as a school. 

Having our parents reintegrated back 
on site  - whether as spectators dur-
ing fixtures or attending Slices of our 
Learning -   has been so welcome. We 
cannot underestimate the power that 
parents play in supporting both their 
children and our lovely school as we 
partner to provide a myriad opportuni-
ties indoors and out and support you 
at home as well. I spend a fair amount 
of time walking between the sites and 
see the steady stream of our parents 
heading towards Costa or talking and 
gathering outside the Prep and Pre-

prep site gates at pick-up and drop-
off. This interaction is part of what 
makes us who we are. I value this co-
hesion of our parent body considera-
bly and the friendships that often re-
main for a decade or more as children 
progress through multiple sites in our 
Through School. This spills over into 
the school partnership and helps to 
make us unique. It’s why we feel dif-
ferent, why the school feels different 
and why our colleagues and visitors 
remark on the tangible family feel.  

I undertook a little bit of research re-
cently, and, in exploring how Ewell 
came to be named Ewell, I discov-
ered it has origins far back in history: 
it takes its name from the Old English 
AEwell meaning Spring.  Apparently, 
where the chalky soil meets the Lon-
don clay, a series of springs tend to 
form. These springs attracted pre-
historic people to the area. In Roman 
times, Stane Street passed through 
Epsom and Ewell and linked London 
and Chichester.  Many Romans would 
stop at these springs and remains 
have been found in Ewell from various 
era. It seems no coincidence that one 
of the local Ewell Pub favourites is 
‘The Spring’ tavern. Most apt choice.  

I have seen many pupils collected at 
pick-up, knees covered in mud and 
I am delighted. Delighted that they 
have played, and whether practising, 
winning or losing, have had the op-
portunity to get totally stuck in and 
display leadership and sportsman-
ship. This is where so much of our 
learning takes place -  where children 
work at becoming: learning, relearn-
ing and unlearning. But more so, they 
sample life experiences and develop 
skills which they will use in their future 
line of work. Academic qualifications 
might help them land the interview 
but essential skills, emotional quo-
tients, skills that can’t be automated, 

and understanding and navigating re-
lationships, will enable them success 
in the job when they work alongside 
or lead others.  

Life is indeed messy and is never 
straightforward – and I am grateful 
that our children are learning first-
hand that success is not necessarily 
a trophy or a destination. It’s about 
engagement, risking sensibly, caring 
for others, respecting diversity, col-
ouring outside the lines as much as 
inside them. It is also about living life 
fully while discovering talents and lik-
ing oneself in the process. Mud helps. 

We wish to thank Mrs Grierson for 
fourteen years at Ewell Castle. She 
has taught many of our pupils, been 
a form tutor and her wonderful sense 
of humour, passion for all things lan-
guages and sport will be missed. She 
has been an important part of the 
School and invested in our Ewell Cas-
tle family. We will enjoy the opportu-
nity to thank her appropriately today 
and tomorrow as we wish her well for 
the next chapter of what she chooses 
to do. You have left a powerful legacy, 
Mrs Grierson in the hearts and minds 
of all who know you -  and we will all 
miss you. Please do keep in touch. 

We hope you enjoy our End of Term 
Review…

Loren Macallister  
Head of Preparatory School
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LEARNING IN THE NURSERY

LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

We had a great time learning about 
the Lunar New Year. We carried out 
activities such as Chinese letter 
writing, looking at the shapes that 
are made, we made and tried prawn 
crackers and learned about traditions. 

The children had a go at making their 
own Chinese lanterns using red card, 

which is a lucky colour in China. We 
spoke about things that symbolise 
China, such as pandas, The Great 
Wall of China and Chinese food. We 
experimented with using chopsticks 
as part of our maths to help up count 
out pom poms.

Mrs J Kodi
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PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

Year 5 were given the opportunity 
to audition to be part of the Prep 
School Public Speaking Team that 
would be speaking at a local Prep 
School Competition. We had over 
20 applicants for the competition 
and the children’s speeches were of 
a very high quality, so well done to all 
that took part! 

Unfortunately, we could only select 
three children to represent Ewell 
Castle; we chose Rose Lamb, 
Thomas Paton Evans and Felipe Bull 

who all performed spectacularly well. 
On the day, the three children chose to 
discuss ‘Where would we be without 
Edward Jenner?’ which entertained 
the audience and was very informative. 
All the children competed very well 
and were excellent representatives of 
our School. A special mention must 
go to Thomas Paton Evans as he 
won Best Main Speaker for the whole 
competition! Very well done all. 

Mrs K Coote

WORLD BOOK WEEK 2022 

World Book Week 2022 
incorporated the theme ‘Folktales 
from around the World’ and we 
were very lucky to have acclaimed 
children’s author, Margaret 
Bateson-Hill, visit us for a whole 
day of workshops. 

The Nursery chose Margaret’s 
version of ‘Five Little Ducks’ to read. 
Pre-Prep focussed on Margaret’s 
story, ‘Masha and the Firebird’ and 
Prep concentrated on a Chinese 
tale by Margaret called ‘Lao Lao 
of Dragon Mountain’.  Margaret 
held a storytelling assembly on 
each site and the children were 
captivated by her! They all listened 
intently and joined in with her 
stories.  Each year group then took 
part in an interactive workshop on 
storytelling, paper cutting, art or 
drama. 

The children were able to buy 
personalised, signed copies of 
Margaret’s book which was very 
exciting. Feedback from the children 
included, ‘What a great day, can 
we do this again tomorrow!’ and 
‘Margaret tells the best stories!’.  
The author’s visit was a fantastic 
experience for the children as part of 
our World Book Week 2022.

Mrs L Patel
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YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE HORNIMAN MUSEUM

On the lovely, sunny day of 22nd 
March, Year 1 set off to The Horniman 
Museum for their much-anticipated 
School trip.  All the children were very 
excited, and the coach journey was 
filled with happy chatter. 

Once we arrived, we went to the 
hands-on table where the children 
had the chance to handle a range of 
interesting objects including a shark’s 
jaw and cobra skin. They asked lots 
of interesting questions and were very 
patient and sensible with the objects. 

We then had time to look at the 
different galleries with a focus 
on natural history. The children 
remembered their learning about 
animal groups and explained how 
they knew which group an animal 
belonged to. We were very impressed 
with their understanding! 

As the sun was out, the children spent 
some time in the beautiful gardens, 
including the Sound Garden, where 
they were able to play lots of different 
instruments. 

After lunch, it was time for our ‘Animal 
Habitat’ workshop. Our museum 
guide had three stations set up, 
focussing on different habitats. At 

each area, there was a practical quiz 
to be solved by handling and looking 
at the objects. Highlights included 
coral from the Great Barrier Reef 
and a giant turtle shell bigger than 
the children! Our guide helped us to 
understand how these habitats are 
being destroyed and the problems this 
creates for the animals. The children 
then learnt about how to protect the 
different habitats and animals. The 
workshop was highly informative 
and enjoyable and finished our trip 
perfectly!

Mrs L Patel
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YEAR 3 TRIP TO THE LIVING RAINFOREST 

The Year 3 children have spent 
their Spring Term learning about 
‘Rainforests’ and were very lucky 
to be part of a trip to The Living 
Rainforest which is an indoor 
tropical rainforest located in 
Hampstead Norreys (Newbury), run 
by the Trust for Sustainable Living. 

While the children visited 
glasshouses named Amazonica, 
Lowlands and Small Islands, they 

immersed themselves in a rainforest 
environment and experienced the 
wonderful wildlife and plants without 
having to leave the UK. The children 
received a guided rainforest tour and 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to the 
experts and asking many thoughtful 
questions.

Mrs E Lloyd-Cook and  
Mrs V Kiening
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YEAR 4’S ANCIENT CHINESE WOW DAY

Year 4 have spent this term 
exploring the continent of Asia from 
the comfort of the classrooms. We 
have explored the ancient Shang 
Empire, fascinating Korean wildlife, 
Asian-inspired recipes, and famous 
Asian landmarks such as Angkor 
Wat. However, our most enjoyable 
day was our Ancient Chinese 
WOW Day on 7th March. For the 
best juicy details, I shall hand over 
to Year 4 pupils to explain the rest:

After assembly, we went plate 
painting with Dan from Education 
Workshops. He gave us the colours 
green, orange, black, blue and 
gold. I drew a vine going around 
the plate and a tiger too because 
it is the year of the tiger. (Ross, 4H)

Next, after break, we did some 
famous Chinese dances which 
were a blast. Some of the dances 
we did were called the ‘Lion Dance’ 
(which is my favourite dance) and 
the ‘Dragon Dance’. The ‘Dragon 
Dance’ was fun and calm because 
you take small steps, and it makes 
it feel like you’re flying. I was quite 
sad when it was over but there 
were more great things ahead of 
me! (Milo, 4H)

After lunch we had chicken 
noodles or spring rolls. I got 
chicken noodles and they were 
delicious. I didn’t know how to use 
the chopsticks, so I just used them 

like a spoon. (Thomas, 4T)

Finally, we learnt how to speak 
Mandarin. I remember some words 
which are si, ma, qu, shi, shisi and 
ba. The person who taught us was Mr 
Cowie who is Mrs Cowie’s husband. 
He gave us photos of our favourite 
animal and colour and then mixed 
them together to make a Chinese 
name. (Aryan, 4T)

Mrs P Hacker
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YEAR 5 GEOGRAPHY PROJECT

HISTORY IN YEARS 5 AND 6

YEAR 5 - EXPLORING RIVERS

Years 5 and 6 have been delving 
into local history in their History 
lessons. Year 5 have been examining 
education through the years and in 
doing so, have looked at evidence 
from our own School archives. They 
have drawn up some questions they 
would like answers to: 

1. What happened to the fourth School 
House, Leicester, whose colour was 
red? It appears in the programme for 
a Sports Day in the 1950s and then 
disappears from subsequent Sports 
Day programmes. What, we wonder, 
did the good pupils of Leicester do to 
warrant their abrupt departure?

2. Many of us did not realise the 
Castle was once a boarding school. 
Why did this close?

3. The pond! The pupils all agree, they 
would like the pond back and to go 
boating and swimming in it! However, 
reports of leeches have put some of 
them off.

4. Our School holidays were once 
gloriously longer than they seem to be 
now? Explanations required, please.

Over the course of the Spring Term, 
Year 5 have been exploring rivers 
from source to mouth. Learning about 
landforms and how they form, as well 
as the importance of rivers in our 
everyday lives. 

As part of this, the Year 5 Geography 
homework for this half-term was 
to represent the different parts of a 
river. Some students chose to draw 

to the School’s archives proved a 
real eye-opener. We found the boys’ 
admission records, the families who 
had already been torn apart by the 
ravages of the First World War and 
it answered their previous questions 
of how some boys’ home addresses 
were so many miles from the School 
and others were local: they were the 
boarders, versus the day boys. Here 
is just one example of the pupils’ 
findings.  

Mrs P Hacker

5. What were the Form teachers doing, 
doodling such saucy pictures in their 
teacher planners?!

On a more sobering note, Year 6 have 
investigated the effect of World War Two 
on our local community. They have used 
the names from the Memorial Plaque 
in the Tudor Lounge to research the 
lives and deaths of those Ewell Castle 
pupils who lost their lives in the war. 
Using the Internet, the children were 
able to discover names, families, home 
addresses, photographs, war medals 
and causes of death. However, access 

an informative poster and others got 
creative by making river cakes, Lego 
rivers and river models from modelling 
clay!  All students put an impressive 
amount of effort into this challenge and 
are now river experts, using their new-
found vocabulary with ease and skill.  
Well done Year 5!

Miss S Earthrowl
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YEAR 6  
FOREST SCHOOL

It isn’t just the younger ones who 
enjoy Forest School…..Year 6 enjoy 
playing and learning in their ‘outdoor’ 
classroom, especially in the Spring 
sunshine!
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PREP SCHOOL ART
Year 3 Rainforest Collages

Year 4 William Morris Inspired Art
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PREP SCHOOL ART
Year 5 Alberto Giacometti Inspired 
Sculpture

Year 6 Mindfulness Art
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PREP SCHOOL ART
Year 6 Banksy Inspired Artwork
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MUSIC UPDATE

The ‘Spring Term Ensembles 
Concert’ on 21st March was a 
great success.  Pupils from our 
Prep School joined together with 
lower school pupils from the 
Senior School for this concert.  
Performances included Open 
String Samba by the Year 3 Strings 
Group (their debut performance) 
and a mighty Year 4 Wind Band, 
some 15 strong in number.  Years 
5 and 6 contributed with their 
beautiful singing.  An enjoyable 
evening was had by all.

Mrs J McCallum and Mrs L Oldfield
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HOCKEY UPDATE – SPRING TERM

U11/10 Girls Hockey

What an exciting term of Hockey 
it’s been at the Prep. The girls have 
played with great endeavour and 
enthusiasm.  It has been a pleasure 
to coach the girls through their many 
fixtures, tournaments and festivals. 

Our first game of the season was 
away to Rowan, and it was a tough 
game playing their ‘club level’ team. 
Our U11s lost 0-8 and U10s lost 
1-4 however our girls learnt a great 
deal from the matches and put their 
knowledge and skills to good use 
in further matches throughout the 
season. 

Our U11s played in the U11 Weston 
Green Hockey Tournament, receiving 
very worthy silver medals. Serena 
played exceptionally well and was 
awarded a gold medal for her ‘Goal 
Keeping’ resilience. The girls fought 
back from third place to play in the 
final, losing 1-3, but scoring a goal 
against the undefeated Skippers 
Hill School - our girls were the only 
school to score a goal against them! 
This is a great achievement for our 
small school, coming runners up to 
schools that have far more pupils. 
Chloe and Sam played amazingly 
well. We really appreciated the 
spectator support from our families 
throughout the day. 

The U11s also played in the 
Banstead Hockey Festival where 
they won three games and drew 
one. The team went from strength 
to strength, playing and growing as 
a team.  Chloe was awarded a very 
well deserved ‘Player of the Festival’ 
certificate.  

We hosted a triangular with Aberdour, 
with eight teams in total, playing 
three games each. Ewell Castle 
did amazingly well with our teams 

on a sunny afternoon. Emmy was a 
top scorer for Arundel and Keira for 
Bodium.

Mixed Games

The pupils have had opportunities 
this season to experience playing in 
mixed training and teams. The girls 
have enjoyed playing rugby and 
football and the boys have played 
hockey. The U11s had a fantastic 
Friday afternoon, playing mixed 
hockey away at Old Cranleighan 
against Weston Green.

In summary, the girls have had a very 
successful term of sport and it has 
been a joy to return to more normal 
game play, welcoming our fabulous 
spectators.  They have learnt lots 
and consequently have really 
developed their strength and skills 
as a team – well done everyone! A 
very special mention and big thank 
you to Mrs Grierson for her superb 
hockey coaching over the past eight 
years.

Mrs C Cope

winning seven of the nine games.  
Special mentions go to Bonnie and Alix 
who were excellent in attack, Emily in 
defence and Eimear who was a strong 
captain.  

This term included the Inter House 
Hockey Tournament.  Well done to all 
the players, showing their resilience 
playing in the rain.  Congratulations to 
Dover and Carisbrooke who were the 
joint winners.

There have been many great players 
throughout the season but special 
mentions to Emilia for her strong stick 
skills and Pippa for being a great 
captain.

U8/9 Girls Hockey 

I have been very impressed with how 
much the girls have learnt and grown 
in their game playing this term.  Many 
girls hadn’t even pick up a wooden 
hockey stick before. Here is a snapshot 
of the season.

Our first game was played against 
Chinthurst with four teams playing, we 
drew two and lost two. Our U9s drew 
against Aberdour 2-2, with Ayesha 
playing incredibly well. Our U8s won 
2-1, with Florence given ‘Player of the 
Match’, Emmy was amazing in midfield 
and attack and Elodie very strong in 
defence.

The U8 team showed great endeavour 
in the Banstead Prep U8 Hockey 
Festival. They fought hard and loved 
the experience of playing against 
different schools in friendly coached 
games. Nayana was presented a very 
deserving certificate for being ‘Player 
of the Festival’.  Special mentions to my 
players of the season Emmy, Ayesha 
and Ellie, not only for their skilful play 
but their great sportsmanship as well.

Well done to Arundel for winning the 
U8/9 Inter House Hockey Tournament 
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RUGBY UPDATE – SPRING TERM

U8 Rugby

The U8s enthusiastically took to their 
first full season of Tag Rugby. The 
children displayed endeavour and 
a willingness to learn in training and 
they thoroughly enjoyed playing in 
competitive fixtures against other 
schools. 

It was a shame that some of the 
matches had to be called off, 
including a festival of rugby, but 
nonetheless games took place with 
Chinthurst School, Micklefield and 
Banstead Prep. In these games the 
children showcased their ability to 
run and skilfully evade opponents 
with ball in hand. Several super tries 
were scored in the games and the 
team displayed good sportsmanship 
throughout. 

The season finale against Banstead 
provided high levels of entertainment 
in the lovely surrounds of the Glyn 
House pitch. Results were shared 
and the teams provided excellent 
examples of super interplay. Special 
mention to Johan for his fantastic 
evasive running with ball in hand 
and to Joshua B for his consistent 
tagging and his work rate throughout 
the season, especially when playing 
both games against Banstead. Well 
done to all this season.

U9 Rugby

In their first full season of contact 
rugby, the children greatly impressed 
with their attitude and enthusiasm. 
The tackle bag soon became a 
favourite piece of equipment! They 
quickly picked up the rules of the 
game and impressed with their 

Max A for his efforts and enthusiasm 
throughout, to Harshan for his 
strong committed running and 
tackling and to Matty, Teddy and 
Luke for their super showings and 
improvement in confidence as the 
season progressed. Well done to all. 

U11 Rugby

Well, what a season this was! 
The team remained undefeated 
in regular fixtures throughout the 
season, gaining victories against 
Chinthurst, Aberdour, Micklefield, 
Banstead Prep and Kingswood 
House. A superbly entertaining 15-
15 draw against Surbiton with the 
team fighting back from 15-0 down 
was a personal highlight. The team 
participated in three rugby festivals 
gaining some highly positive 
results with memorable draws 
against strong Newland House 
and Millbourne Lodge teams at the 
Surbiton festival. 

I cannot commend this age group 
highly enough for their work rate 
both in training and in the fixtures 
- they were a pleasure to coach. A 
special mention must go to Marco 
for his energy and commitment 
throughout, Joe V for his prowess 
in contact situations and Arthur and 
John for their on-field leadership. 
Tremendous efforts from all - well 
done. 

Mr N Andrade

commitment to support each other 
and play as a team. 

Competitive fixtures took place 
against Chinthurst, Micklefield and 
Banstead and the season finished off 
with a Touch Rugby tournament at 
Oakwood School. After a tough start 
to the season against Chinthurst, 
the team were narrowly defeated by 
Micklefield and followed this up with 
a strong showing against Banstead 
with the results shared in the two 
matches played. In the Touch Rugby 
Tournament to conclude the season 
at Oakwood, the team performed 
strongly and came away bronze medal 
winners. 

Special mention to Rhett for his 
formidable tackling ability and to Ross 
and Milo for their strong, quick running 
with ball in hand. Super efforts this 
season - well done. 

U10 Rugby

The team trained enthusiastically 
throughout and after missing out on a 
year of rugby, picked up the U10 rules 
quickly and with excellent endeavour. 
Several competitive fixtures took 
place, and they displayed such a 
marked improvement as the season 
wore on. 

After narrow defeats against Aberdour 
and Chinthurst, the team came up 
against strong Micklefield and Surbiton 
sides but nonetheless remained 
committed to the final whistle. In 
the penultimate games against 
Banstead, strong performances were 
put in from both sides and the results 
were deservedly shared. In the final 
game against Kingswood, the team 
secured a convincing victory that 
was testament to their hard work 
throughout the season. 

Moving forward, the aim is to be 
stronger in the tackle and in contact 
situations as technique displayed was 
promising. Ball in hand, there are some 
talented runners that showcased their 
ability this season. Special mention to 


