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On January 1st, with 
the Spring Term 
about to start, I 
never could have 
imagined the events 
that have unfolded 
recently, as we move 
now towards the 
Easter holidays. 
 

It has never been more important for us to fall back on our 

School’s family ethos, as well as to strengthen our 

commitment to our core values: personal integrity, mutual 

respect, social responsibility and lifelong resilience.  All of 

these have been sorely tested, particularly in the past 

fortnight. Social distancing and staying at home have both 

been helping us to save lives and to help the NHS. 

 

A huge thanks to our staff and all our parents and guardians. 

Some of you are fighting on the front lines as essential and 

critical key workers and we have been trying to support you 

by hosting your children. Many more parents are fighting on 

the “home-front” to motivate our children, keeping the 

momentum in their studies going so that when we have 

weathered the storm, we can hit the ground running back at 

School. We are all having good days and bad days and I trust 

that no one is being too hard on themselves for missing too 

much algebra or not finishing a history essay. Mutual respect 

and lifelong resilience (as heart-felt values) extend to us all 

looking after our own personal wellbeing and peace of mind, 

especially when so many have been touched by coronavirus 

directly themselves or through close friends and family 

members. I am mindful also of the indirect impact of the 

situation, economically and psychologically; I do believe that 

we will all emerge from this with unexpected and unforeseen 

experiences that will build our lifelong resilience. In this 

moment, I know that we are doing all we can to help one 

another. 

 

Matthew Syed writes in his book Rebel Ideas, and more 

recently in an article for the BBC News about: “The good that 

can come out of an upside-down world.” In the article, he 

writes about “assumption reversal” and how times of crisis 

can bring this dynamic into sharp relief for all of us.  

 

 

  

Our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils will not sit GCSE and A-level 

examinations this year: we might assume that this is shocking 

and terrible. And yet there is an opportunity to be gleaned 

here, I suspect, in reversing those assumptions. Maybe those 

pupils who suffer from examination anxiety, for example, 

might instead end up with assessment grades that more 

accurately reflect their capability and insights. Perhaps what 

may emerge is a radical review of how we assess young 

people’s educational attainment in the future. 

 

Syed goes on to explore “rebel ideas” that contribute to 

“assumption reversal.” As I contemplated his article (and I 

commend the book to you also), one sentence struck me more 

than any other that resonated when I considered what we are 

all facing as a school community: “Kindness is often 

considered (particularly by economists) to be a short-lived 

anomaly. But I wonder if kindness can become a more 

sustainable part of our societies, particularly when people 

realise that altruism and self-interest are not so very far 

apart.”  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52094332 

 

To all our children and young people, I say this: For those of 

you who are missing your friends and birthday parties 

(Houseparty is just not enough), for those of you who 

rehearsed so well for the postponed Musical, for those in the 

Year 8 football team who were on the verge of national 

recognition, for those in Years 5 and 6 who lost your Devon 

and Spain trips, and to so many others, these are sad and 

gloomy times – a far cry from the hilarity and fun of World 

Book Day. But for those of you who are lending your parents 

a helping hand, to those of you being kind to your (annoying) 

brothers and sisters, and to those of you inventing and 

creating new games and entertainments, from the contents of 

the recycling bin alone, I salute you! Well done for keeping 

your learning going at home. We have been busy too, with 

plans afoot to launch more interactive platforms after the 

Easter break so look out for them next term. 

 

I wish all of you a safe, happy and peaceful Easter. May the 

Easter Bunny negotiate the queues at Asda and Sainsbury’s to 

bring you all the chocolate eggs you are hoping for and may 

we all grow in kindness not just for each other but for 

ourselves as individuals. #ewellcastlefamily 

 

 

Silas Edmonds 

Principal of Ewell Castle School 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52094332


 

 
Drama – The Magic Goes Wrong 

 
 

‘The Magic Goes Wrong’ is a hilarious piece of comedy 

written and performed by Mischief Theatre. I loved every 

second of it as it was just non-stop humour and every joke 

was funny, as well as being well timed to fit in with other 

crazy events happening at the same time. The jokes linked in 

with each other to create one large, well performed, 

plethora of funny jokes. The special effects were very good, 

for example when one of the actors cued for the 

pyrotechnics but they didn’t come on, everyone was just 

standing there, and they looked nervously at each other but 

then all of a sudden this mass of fire burst out and scared 

everyone in the theatre! 

 

One of the funniest moments for me was when they sawed 

the only major donor they had in half and had to pay for her 

funeral! The actors were very good at portraying the emotion 

and the accents were very good, especially the two German 

sisters Bear and Spitsmouse! 

 

I really enjoyed this play as it was a good break from the 

traditional plays with no funny elements and traditional 

storylines, as well as being a delight to experience! The 

costumes were exquisite.  It really was a good mix of 

traditional magic and comedic elements, with some 

wholesome undertones as well. I rate this play 5 stars and 

put a massive recommendation out to anyone who remotely 

enjoys theatre. Trust me, this is a show you do not want to 

miss! 

By Zakary Hobbs 
 

 Drama – Everybody’s Talking About Jamie 
 

 
 
‘Everybody’s Talking About Jamie’ is a feel good, upbeat 
musical that brings joy to our hearts. The storyline of the 
musical sends an important message to the audience 
regarding individual sexuality. The musical encourages and 
inspires others to feel free to express themselves and live their 
own dreams. 
 
The character of Jamie is an incredible role model to the 
younger generation growing up in today’s diverse world. His 
attitude towards being different from everyone is a real 
confident booster to those who may need it. 
 
The costumes, the set and the actors are all realistic at 
portraying this much talked about topic. 
 
A warm, feel good musical that I would love to see again. 

 
By Darcy Kennedy 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Senior School House Pancake Race 
 

 
 

 

  
 
Congratulations to Castlemaine House for winning the 2020 
Senior School House Pancake Race, 2nd were Essex House and 
3rd Raleigh House.  Well done to all the participants in this 
exciting competition. 
 

 



Enterprise Week 
 
Everyone in our class was very excited about Enterprise 

Week and we all started coming up with ideas immediately. 

After discussing our initial suggestions, we held a class 

debate; the winning idea was shoe shining! However, we 

decided that selling bracelets would also be a great way of 

enticing customers to our stall. 

 

       
 

When the winning ideas were announced, we were 

overjoyed to discover 7WJC would fly the flag for Year 7 and 

were ready to start making our ideas a reality. We decided 

that our first job was to allocate specific roles and 

responsibilities. We appointed people who would be dealing 

with money, shining the shoes, selling bracelets and 

advertising our services. 

 

When the long-awaited day finally arrived, we had dozens of 

people crowding around our stall ready to get their shoes 

shined. A cluster of teachers came to get their shoes shined. 

We even had a promotion where if you paid more than the 

standard rate, Mr Chipperton would shine your shoes! We 

charged £3.00 on the day and £2.00 for people who pre-

ordered before the event. 

 

We were so busy that everyone needed to get involved with 

the various jobs, and in the end, all our hard work paid off as 

we received a profit of over £120! We divided our winnings 

to spend at the Sixth Form event (or to put into our savings). 

This was such a fun experience for everyone; well done to 

everyone in 7WJC! 

 

By Emily Chater Robinson and Henry Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

   

 

Science Week 2020 

 
At Ewell Castle Senior School, we celebrated British Science 
Week on 6th - 15th March 2020 by holding our very own 
STEAM Week. STEAM Week celebrated Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths and we held several events and 
activities at the School involving these subjects.  
 

 
  
Some of our pupils using flame and chemical tests during a 
Chemistry lesson to detect and identify ions. 

 

 

 

   



 
Year 7 Castle Competition 
 
Announcing the winners of the Ewell Castle ‘Build a Castle 
Competition 2020’. The judges were bowled over by the 
quality and creativity shown.  Sadly, the judges missed out 
on tasting the edible castles! Edible prizes will be awarded by 
the History department when school reconvenes. 
 
7JSK Results 
General Materials unit are: 

• Winner: Charlie Evan's outdoor castle.  Very 
original! 

• Highly commended: Henry Bale and Harrison 
McLeod 

  
Results for the Lego Category: 

• Winner: Lily Farrant  - Fantastic castle and video! 

• Highly commended: Tom Mitchell and Cameron 
McLean 

 
7UAA Results 

Edible Castles: 

• Winner Olivia Kahlberg  - amazing range of sweet, 
biscuits and cakes made this scrumptious! 

• Highly commended: Tom McGraff; Alex Skinner 
  
Non-edible castles: 

• Winner: Daniel Rueber- for his huge cardboard 
castle and crenulations 

• Highly commended: Noah Craze, Iris De Monchy 
and Oscar Morris-Almond 

Ms N Daly 
 

 
 

   
 
 

  
Ski Trip 2020  
 

 
Over February half term, once again a full coach load of Ewell 
Castle (Years 8-11) pupils embarked on our annual ski trip to 
Austria. As we arrived in Maishofen (a village within the 
Saalbach/ Hinterglemm ski range) there was certainly 
significantly less snow than in 2019 however once we were up 
in the mountains there was still plenty to ski on.   
  
In addition to skiing all day, we bowled, quizzed, ice-skated, 
watched an ice-hockey match and swam. By the end of the 
week, 41 competent (and expert) skiers competed in an 
intergroup slalom competition, medals going to the following: 
Abi Cruickshank, Shaan Vijayakanthan, Dilan Patel 
(beginners), Cameron Stevens, Harrison Mc Clean, Krystal 
Coleman (intermediates 1), Eleanor Barnes, Marlon Spiteri-
Goodliffe, Nick Bosman (intermediates 2), Matthew 
Burbridge, Cassian Short, Finlay Rhys- Jones (advanced). Finlay 
also achieved the fastest time in the school for which he won 
an impressive cup.  

Ms K Wallace 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   



Senior School Netball Review - Spring 
 
In just the fourth season of girls' sport at Ewell Castle, this 
season was on track to be the most successful and 
undoubtedly the busiest yet. With 57 games played in the 
Senior School and a win rate of 40%, there is lots to be 
cheerful about. The Senior girls battled hard this season 
with a game every week. Following on from great success 
last season, the girls were up against more challenging 
opposition and so often came up against some very well 
drilled opponents. Led by E. Warren, there couldn’t have 
been a better role model in terms of performance on the 
court, all the girls worked well as a team and supported each 
other on and off the court to do as well as they could. 
Gracious in defeat and always looking at what they did well.   
 
The U15s won 50% of their 2 matches this year. A great win 
against Dunnotar showed what we can look forward to next 
year!  
 

   
 
The U14s had the most successful season with a 73%-win 
rate and a +96-goal difference. Some cracking exhibitions of 
teamwork against Dunnotar, Tormead, Boxhill and CLFS. 
The squad trained hard every Monday night with the 
Seniors and have developed into thoughtful and adaptive 
players. M. Gunson led by example as Captain working hard 
on the court and as a positive team player off the court too. 
M. Salin played in every role this season, solid at Centre but 
adapting and playing exceptionally well in any role she was 
asked to.   

Mrs J Jones 
 

The U13s have made huge improvements as individuals and 
as a team. With 15 girls showing fantastic commitment to 
training and fixtures, there has always been competition for 
places, and this has driven the standard up and up.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There have been impressive wins against Dunnottar, Tormead 
and City of London Freemen's, but some tough losses, let's not 
mention Danes Hill! The U13 squad are a tight unit and their 
coordinated warm up routine is something to be seen! A 
special mention to Kate McAllister who has been an 
exceptional Captain, leading the team both on and off the 
court. She has set the standard of hard work and dedication 
to a team and thank you for writing every match report so 
promptly! Well done to the whole squad for such a fun and 
successful season, with such a strong squad, these girls are 
going to be an unstoppable force as U14s next year.   

Miss J Slinn  
 

 
 
The U12s had a fantastic season this year, playing 10 matches 
and scored a total of 78 goals. All girls showed great 
teamwork, enthusiasm, commitment and determination in 
both fixtures and in training, which included some early starts 
on Saturday mornings!  
  
The two Captains of each team, Evie C and Grace W showed 
super leadership skills and helped encourage their peers. Each 
week the girls learnt new skills and adapted them into their 
own tactics in matches. The most popular position ranked in 
year 7 netball was a shooter, however with only two shooting 
positions available per team, the girls were not shy to try out 
different positions. With new knowledge and understanding 
of positions and techniques, the girls did not fail to undertake 
the new roles and responsibilities and were quickly able to 
adapt a strong bond between them as well as playing an 
extremely high level of netball! 
 
It’s been a tremendous season filled with some great 
memories and laughter on court, including lessons and after 
school training, a personal favourite of the girls’ was 
challenging Miss Kellard to a shoot off (with the champion 
winning a chocolate bar), singing on the bus on the way to 
fixtures as well as some very entertaining dancing.  
  
I look forward to some more wins next season!   

Miss M Kellard 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Senior School Football Review - Spring 
 
The football term was severely dented due to a mixture of 
awful weather and COVID-19.  

 
The U12 team showed progress week on week. Olly White 
started to become commanding in goal and Cristiano 
Anouilhez Nobrega had a call up to the ISFA representative 
team. A resounding win against KGS the highlight with 
captain and engine Rory Stevens scoring an outstanding 
goal.  

 

 
 
The U13 team can only think of what might have been after 
getting to the semi-finals of the ESFA National Cup. Wins 
along the way against school sports giants Bedes and a 6-1 
hammering of Millfield highlighted what they are capable 
of. Captain Will Sweet is the tournament's top scorer. 

 

 
The U14 team developed into a much more resilient side 
with Jamie Potts ball handling skills proving effective in goal. 
A highlight was a 6-0 demolition of Wilson’s with Sam 
freestone scoring a hat trick.  
 
The U15 side showed much potential heading into their 
senior years. Joe Blakeman and Sidney Carson showing 
enough promise to earn senior 1st XI debuts at a young age.  

 

The 1st and 2nd teams endured a difficult season; however, 
their perseverance was starting to show off with victories over 
rivals Dunottar and Boxhill. 

Mr T White 

 
 

 
Zimbe! Come Sing the Songs of Africa 
  

This year featured the Music Department's most ambitious 
concert to date. The first half of the concert featured African-
inspired Gospel music, featuring the Senior School's Acapella 
Choir and the Prep Festival and Chamber Choirs, backed by 
Alexander L'Estrange's phenomenal jazz band. Songs that had 
featured at previous concerts were given new life when 
backed by musicians well versed in the gospel genres. Soloists 
who had been nervous prior to the concert, discovered their 
confidence. 
  
This was only a prelude to the main event, where every choir 
of the school, including an ad hoc Parent/Alumni choir, joined 
to perform Alexander L'Estrange's ‘Zimbe!’ backed by the 
composer and the ‘Call Me Al Quintet’. Confidently 
performing in up to six parts, the choirs sang, danced and 
clapped their hearts out with around a hundred singers on the 
stage, and received a well-deserved standing ovation at the 
end. The entire concert programme was a rousing success and 
only leaves the question... how will they top it next year? 

Mr T Fairhead 
 
 
 

 
   

   



Artists of the Term 

 
Year 7 Julian Tank 
Year 8 Luke Davis 
Year 9 Jamie Hennings 
Year 10 Alex Burgoyne 
Year 11 Anna Marchesi 
Sixth Form Zachary Rapinet 

 

     

Alex Burgoyne                            
Jamie Hennings 

 
Danny Turner 

    
 

 
 
 
Year 7 Workshop with artist Kate Ross  
 

Kate Ross, the former Head of Arts faculty at Surbiton High, 
came for a day to support the Year 7 pupils to create mini 
sculptures for her community exhibition in Richmond. Kate 
facilitated all four tutor groups in their lesson time on 29th 
January. All the pupils produced a paper house from a 
template that they made on their own; many kinds of 
paper were used, and the pupils could choose what they 
wanted to use. The personal designs incorporated what 
their sense of home meant, what houses could represent 
e.g. their personality through a tangible representation 
and were decorated accordingly. All the varied houses 
were places together and looked fabulous, really showing 
how charismatic and inventive our pupils are! We look 
forward to working with Kate again the future. 

Ms D Carrick 

 
 

 Years 9 and 10 t 
Visit to the Harry Potter Warner Brothers Studio  
 
On the 12th March Science and Art joined forces for a STEAM 
Week activity where we took 60 Year 9s and 10s to the 
Warner Brothers Studio for Harry Potter related workshops 
and a tour. 
 
The Year 10s, most of whom are Art or DT GCSE pupils, 
attended the graphic design workshop in the morning. We 
studied the design process and level of detail required to 
design and make props, costumes and sets in a film. The 
workshop was fun and interactive with the facilitator 
demonstrating lots of actual props such as latex masks, 
newspapers and items of clothing from the film. The pupils 
were shown videos and a presentation about the sets in 
action that they later went to explore. Finally, the group had 
an opportunity to create a 3D card with graphic design that 
they could take home. 
 
It was a fascinating workshop that the pupils were fully 
engaged in! What a fabulous experience walking round the 
studio too – rave reviews from all! 

Ms D Carrick 
 

 
 

   



Careers Review 
 
The Careers Department had a busy Spring Term. On 
Tuesday 25 February, Year 12 attended the UCAS 
Exhibition at Surrey University. Students met the 
admissions teams from universities across the country to 
pick up course information and application advice whilst 
staff attended a very enlightening seminar on how to 
support Sixth Formers interested in apprenticeships over 
university. We did not guess then that this would be the 
last face to face contact with universities that students will 
have for a while. The Higher Education institutions we 
spoke to in February have quickly adjusted to coronavirus 
lockdowns with a variety of virtual tours and other creative 
online activities which students are encouraged to explore 
during the Easter break and the Summer Term. 
 
We were lucky to again celebrate National Careers Week 
2nd – 6th March with a range of assemblies, lessons and 
displays. Years 7 and 8 explored gender stereotypes and 
the importance of being open-minded about all careers 
whether you are a boy or girl.  
 
During break times, Years 7 and 8 dropped into the Careers 
Office to work on a colourful poster display: “Ewell Castle 
wants to be…” It was lovely to see a good range of career 
ambitions and some fine drawings.  
 
Joining in the fun this year; Year 6 pupils in Glyn House also 
enjoyed a Careers lesson, discussing their ambitions with 
the Careers Adviser and creating their own display.  
 
Years 9 and 10 marked Careers Week and World Book Day 
together with a lively fancy dress assembly that unpicked 
the careers of some of our best loved literary figures from 
authors included JK Rowling, Jacky Wilson and William 
Shakespeare.  
 
Year 11 worked on their CVs and contemplated the 
benefits of Work Experience. They also joined the Sixth 
Form for the annual Speed Networking Carousel on 5th 
March. Here, a group of fourteen invited guests working in 
a range of professions from filmmaker to metal trader 
talked to the students about the highs and lows they can 
expect from the world of work. The speakers were drawn 
from old Ewellians, governors, current parents and friends 
of the School. Please contact the Careers Office if you 
would like to take part in future networking events. 
 

 

 Sixth Formers were also busy during Enrichment afternoons, 
developing their entrepreneurial skills ahead of Enterprise 
Week with workshops on how to pitch ideas or products and 
how to plan and execute a promotional video. This resulted 
in a highly entertaining and well produced series of film 
adverts which formed the backdrop to Enterprise Week.  
 
Lara Hart, a professional voice and presentation coach 
dropped in to deliver two “Facing the Future with 
Confidence” workshops where students and staff got noisy 
practicing a range of projection techniques and went on to 
mock interview one another, developing some useful skills 
for future success. 

Mrs E Lawrence 

 

 
 

Our fabulous Year 13 students 
Handling the news of their change of circumstances so 

bravely, our Year 13 students have remained in good spirits.  

Thanks to our Year Head Girl and Head Boy and the Prefect 

Teams for all your help.  We wish everyone well for the future 

and hope to see you at our future OE events. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Our wonderful and resilient Year 11 pupils   
You didn’t have the last day that you or we had planned for, 
but you made the most of it.  We look forward to seeing many 
of you again in September for Sixth Form. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

How Ewell Castle School has helped others 

during the coronavirus outbreak 
 

 
 

Mrs Narayanan organised the delivery of our Science 

googles to St Georges Trust where they were very much 

demand in the A&E and ICU departments.  

 
 

  
 

We’re thrilled to have been able to help by working in 

tandem with several school DT departments across the 

country; printing PPE full face masks with laser cut Perspex 

visors, to donate to the NHS.  

 

 

 

 Keeping Fit During Lock Down! 
 

We have been lucky to have our PE staff on hand to ensure 
we are kept physically busy as well.  A wide range of fun 
videos have been very popular on our social media channels. 
 

 
 

Pastoral and Wellbeing - new website page 
 

 

We have recently launched 

our new Pastoral and 

Wellbeing page on the 

Ewell Castle website and 

within My School Portal.   

 

In these current times of 

uncertainty, everyone can 

have moments of worry 

and you will find 

information here to help 

your children if they need 

it. 

Topics such as how to talk about COVID-19 and your 

children's concerns, self-care tips and useful helplines are all 

available. 

 

Learning in new ways - The Ewell Castle School 

Channel on YouTube! 

With the recent change in 

circumstances, we have begun to use the Ewell Castle 

YouTube Channels more.  Do look at our two channels and 

please subscribe: 

• Ewell Castle School 

• Ewell Castle Prep 

 

Parents will be sent the links to new videos as they go live as 

they are not available to the general public. 

 
 Ewell Castle Senior School 

 Church Street, Ewell KT17 2AW 

www.ewellcastle.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.ewellcastle.co.uk/

