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This will be a year that we look back 
on, in time, and wonder how we ever 
got through it!  But we did get through 
it and I think that is down to the sheer 
resilience and determination of our 
whole School community.  We have 
learnt a great deal about what we are 
capable of and I am very proud of 
the children for all their efforts during 

home-learning and their adaptability 
in operating in very different ways 
back at School.

We have still managed to have 
some of the highlights of the term 
– celebration days for each year 
group with a mini sports day and ice-
creams, courtesy of the PTA.  Year 
6 have still managed to assemble a 
virtual end of year performance and 
we hope to share the video footage of 
all of these events very soon.

In the meantime, I hope you will enjoy 
the many photos in this End of Term 
Review that sum up the term. 

Next term we are looking forward 
to all the children returning and we 
will be working hard to address the 
children’s needs both academically 
and pastorally.  We are planning 
a focus on support, booster and 
challenge groups in an after-School 

programme, which will be shared with 
you just ahead of the autumn term.  
Class teachers will also be contacting 
you to arrange a Zoom meeting at 
the beginning of the term so that you 
can talk to them about your child’s 
academic and pastoral needs from 
your own observations along with any 
concerns that you may have.

I am hugely grateful to the many 
‘parent-teachers’ amongst you and to 
the teaching and support staff at the 
School who have kept going under 
very challenging circumstances.  We 
all deserve a rest and I hope that 
you can relax and enjoy the summer 
holidays.

Stay safe and well and I look forward 
to welcoming you back to School in 
September.

Ms Sian Bradshaw  
Head of Preparatory School

INTRODUCTION
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SCHOOL STAFF ‘LOCKDOWN’ CHOIR
In keeping with the ‘virtual choir’ 
lockdown trend that you will have 
seen dominating your social media 
pages over the past few months, 
I decided to launch Ewell Castle’s 
own ‘Virtual Staff Choir’ to boost 
morale and to give the staff a new 
challenge to keep them entertained 
during the challenging ‘home-
learning’ phase. 

For those of you who have ever 
tried recording yourself singing 
without any kind of backing track or 
accompaniment, you’ll know it is an 
incredibly daunting prospect, but I 
was so impressed by the number of 
staff who got involved and pushed 
themselves well out of their comfort 
zone. The result was an epic 
25-strong chorus of ‘Happy’ teachers 

(and accompanying staff band) 
singing together at a time where 
we all felt so far apart and I’d like to 
thank each and every one of them 
for their involvement.  

Mrs V Edwards 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL
I joined Ewell Castle Reception in 
September 2013, shortly after my 4th 
birthday. I was still 4 years old when I 
finished Reception, in July 2014!  

Moving up to Glyn House was an 
exciting but nerve-wracking time for 
all of us. However, we needn’t have 
worried. The teachers have given us 
plenty of opportunities and support; 
they have stretched us, and given 
us the confidence to move on again, 
this time up to the Senior School. 

It has been an honour to be Head 
Boy in Year 6 and to represent 
Ewell Castle on numerous important 
occasions, such as laying the poppy 
wreath on St Mary’s Church War 

Memorial and competing in the Inter-
School General Knowledge Quiz. It 
meant everything to me when I was 
chosen to be Head Boy.  

I wish everyone a smashing Year 7 
experience. Keep up the good work 
and see you all in September!

Oliver Lamb

I have had a brilliant time at Ewell 
Castle and made many friends along 
the way. During our time at the 
School, we have had some amazing 
experiences, such as the trip to the 
Isle of Wight which we will treasure 
for a lifetime. 

Although we are excited about what 
the future has to bring, we are sad 
to say goodbye to Ewell Castle Prep, 
including our fantastic teachers and 
friends. I wish you all the very best at 
your new schools.

Raiya Patel
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ONLINE LEARNING IN THE PREP SCHOOL

PE DURING 
LOCKDOWN
Filming PE videos in lockdown 
has been both necessary and 
challenging! I felt that it was 
important for the pupils to have 
some kind of interaction and the 
videos provided the stimulus for 
them to remain active throughout 
the period. Selecting the material 
was not always easy as I had to 
cater for a variety of ages and 
also bear in mind both indoor and 
outdoor lessons. The lessons did 
have to be something that the 
pupils could do by themselves 
and I also had to limit the amount 
of equipment as not all families 
would have access to what was 
needed. 

For me personally, the most 
challenging aspect was the 
filming itself, not to mention the 
editing and the uploading!  All 
in all, the videos have been well 
received and many pupils have 
commented or sent in videos of 
themselves doing the activities 
and challenges. I also now have 
many new visual resources!

Mr N Andrade

When COVID-19 hit, the teachers 
and support staff had to hit the 
ground running, in getting online 
schooling up and running as quickly 
as possible.  The Prep School 
YouTube channel was born and 
teachers took a ‘crash-course’ in 
recording YouTube lessons; Mr 
Fairhead’s legendary Music lessons 
and PE with Mr Andrade in his 
garden were a daily feature for most. 

Over the Easter holidays the staff 
upgraded to Microsoft Teams for 
all year groups; Nursery to Y6 were 
soon able to see each other again, 

all be it over a screen, calls of ‘mute 
yourself’ and ‘turn your microphone 
on’ quickly became the norm!  

We are very proud of the speed in 
which Prep teachers could begin 
teaching online and the wonderful 
way in which our pupils and parents 
quickly adapted and responded 
to online learning so well.  We feel 
very fortunate to have been able to 
continue our excellent education 
online, due to the dedication from 
everyone #ewellcastlefamily.

Mrs G Bean
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STAFF VIDEO
As we went into the bank holiday 
weekend to celebrate VE Day, 
the staff thought it fitting to have 

a little celebration of our Prep 
School! Click here to view the video  
https://youtu.be/lxAnFwNU9uw 

a wonderful memory! Click the link 
to see the video the Year 1 teachers 
received: 
https://youtu.be/ni5RR5LbSLM.

Mrs V Kiening

Mrs Patel and I were thrilled to receive 
an incredible video from the children 
in our year group, to thank us for the 
support we provided during home 
learning. The video truly touched us 
and was an amazing surprise. What 

YEAR 1 VIDEO TO THE STAFF

HELPING HANDS 
ASSEMBLY
Our Prep assembly discussed 
the importance of helping out 
and asked the pupils to think 
about how they can help at home 
during the lockdown. They drew 
some lovely ideas.

https://youtu.be/lxAnFwNU9uw
https://youtu.be/ni5RR5LbSLM
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CREATIVE WRITING

My Magnificent 
Magnolia Tree

As the cold winter winds travel far 
away, spring arrives. Animals come 
out of hibernation to see the coronation 
of spring. At the centre of the garden 
lies the magnificent magnolia tree. 
After enduring the long winter, the 
tree’s tiny buds grow.

Day by day the small packages grow 
and eventually, with the warmth of the 
sun, burst into an explosion of colour. 
Beautiful, bright, silky flowers. Each 
sunbathing petal leans back making 
flowers as big as your hand.

For just two weeks a year, all eyes are 
on the magnificent magnolia tree.

By Lucas Rubens Year 5
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YEAR 3 TOPIC WORK

VE DAY TOPIC WORK
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PUPIL STORIES DURING LOCKDOWN
My Coronavirus Story - Samuel 
Davies, Year 3

My experience of coronavirus 
lockdown was a bit different from 
everyone else. I didn’t really get locked 
down – I went to School every day. But 
it wasn’t normal School – it was ‘Key 
Worker School’, because my parents 
are both doctors. In the morning, 
when I arrived, my temperature was 
checked and I washed my hands 
before starting the day. Most days it 
was just myself and Evie from Y5 in 
the School, and the same 4 teachers: 
Mrs Alford, Mrs Edwards, Miss Gray 
and Miss Gomez. They were my 
coronavirus heroes. Sometimes the 
other teachers came in. One day Mr 
Andrade was there and we had a PE 
lesson – and he filmed it for the other 
children. 

At the start I was scared because 
we were leaving the house when we 
weren’t supposed to, and I thought 
we might all get sick. But we didn’t. 
Slowly more children and teachers 
have come back to School, and I’m 
not scared any more. I will never 
forget these times and the kindness 
of the teachers who looked after me 
and helped me with my lessons. As 
some people say, we have been living 
through history.

In this photo I am holding a lovely 
letter from the hospital where my mum 
works, thanking me for supporting her 
while she worked very long hours and 
a post card from Ms Bradshaw of the 
School. I put these two things in my 
coronavirus time capsule.

Performing Arts - Mya Nag, Year 6

Mya has been working very hard 
during lockdown and committed to 
her online Performing Arts classes, 
she even took her Grade 3 LAMDA 
Exam (Verse & Prose) and received a 
91% Distinction. Mya is now working 
towards her Grade 5 Musical Theatre 
exam due next month! It’s a different 
way of learning and taking exams but 
still rewarding.  

Puppet Show - Emily Hennings, 
Year 4

Emily performed a puppet show during 
topic work, on the Shang Dynasty. 
She produced hand-held ‘puppets’ to 
illustrate her play and her Dad narrated 
for her! She had a lot of fun as well as 
entertaining our sheltering neighbours 
with her show. The show was recorded 
and uploaded onto Microsoft Teams. 

Cubs - Rose Lamb, Year 3

During lockdown, Rose has been 
attending Cubs via Zoom meetings 
as well as working on her badges. 
Her Cub Leader very kindly delivered 
two of the badges she has achieved 
during lockdown: Cyclist and Artist.

Summer Reading Challenge UK - 
Oliver Lamb, Year 6

During the lockdown, Ollie has 
enjoyed participating in the Summer 
Reading Challenge UK. It is aimed at 
children aged 4 - 11 and has a different 
theme each year. Children sign up for 
it at their local library (or online this 
year) and aim to read six or more 
books over the summer holidays. It is 
completely free. Each time they read a 
book there is a reward e.g. a sticker / 
postcard and at the end they receive 
a certificate and a medal. Oliver has 
been doing it for many years now and 
he really enjoys it!

So far, Ollie has read: “Black Hearts 
in Battersea” and “Night Birds on 
Nantucket.” These are both by Joan 
Aiken and are part of her “Wolves 
of Willoughby Chase” series. He is 
currently reading “Count Karlstein” by 
Philip Pullman. Next on his list is, “The 
Hobbit” by JRR Tolkein.
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Outstanding Work - Lucas 
Rubens, Year 5

Lucas Rubens has been incredibly 
busy with his schoolwork. Lucas had 
fun creating a Lego story (with Oliver 
Mitchell). Here is a short snippet:

Eliza Janisch, Year 4 sang “World in 
Union” in honour of ClapForCarers. 

CASTLEMAINE SCHOOL
We turned a corner of our spare room 
into a school room for my new school -  
Castlemaine School.  To start, I wrote 
my own school rules. Some rules were 
fun, others were not! We are allowed 
cuddles and toys. There is no uniform! 
The last rule is ‘always try your best’.

From when we started this whole 
lockdown thing, I had all my cuddly 
toys come to school. Well not ALL of 
them. They’re very good and have very 
good manners. Well most of them that 
is!

My teacher and I, Mrs Hydes, do 
the register every morning and after 
lunch.

I called our class 2C and we have 
a logo for Castlemaine School of a 
blue pony.

We have a whiteboard and now we 
have lots of art and other work on 
the walls too.

Mrs Hydes is trying her HARDEST!

Aurelia Hydes, Year 2

 

  

 

Good to see you my old 
friend!  

The God of Transport had been banished to a far 
away place, but after 100 years he was free to 
return to the city of Melia where he met up with 
his friend the god of Inventions. He told him that 
a virus named Covid 19 had invaded the Earth 
and he had no idea of what to do. 

The two old friends discussed ideas and after many days came up 
with a plan.  They would create a time travel pod which could be 
simply downloaded from a computer into every home enabling 
every human to travel around the world without infecting anyone 
or catching it from someone. Lives could get back to normal and 
the virus would die off. 

The two gods set to work to invent the travel pod and free earth. 

On hearing of their plan, the God of Chaos was not at all happy!  He loved that people could not 
work, travel or enjoy themselves – he loved the chaos!  He did not want anything to get better 
and mess up his fun! 

There’s not 
a moment 
to lose… 

“I must stop this, 
but how?”… 
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RETURNING TO SCHOOL IN OUR ‘BUBBLE’
Returning to school in our new 
‘bubbles’ has been amazing!  
We now get to see friends and 
teachers face to face instead of 
online, some friends who aren’t 
usually in my class now are and 
I’m not continuously staring at my 
laptop wishing lockdown away. 

We have so much fun actually in 
School and I can tell the teachers 
have worked so hard to make this 
dream come true! Mr Fairhead has 
organised an online production 
for me and my whole Year which 
is extremely exciting and I have 
discovered that I love to act. We 
have Sport every afternoon which 
makes School feel more normal. 
Mr. Andrade (my ‘bubble’ teacher 
and Head of Sport) and some other 
Sports teachers make the ‘lesson’ 
more like extra play time.

The desks are laid out two metres 
apart which means I get my very 
own space!  Break times are very 
good, we get a field per bubble 
and our own play equipment.  My 
‘bubble’ gets biscuit Fridays and 
we had a den building competition 
in pairs or threes. Altogether I LOVE 
to be back at School and a special 
thank you is needed for all of the 
teachers who made this possible!

Amy Holding, Year 6

YEAR 1 RETURN THE RETURN TO 
NURSERY
We couldn’t wait to have our 
Nursery children return to School.  
As they are too young to understand 
social distancing, they became a 
class ‘bubble’, where they could 
interact as they normally would 
with their peers and teacher.  They 
had such fun, playing with the toys, 
drawing, practising their writing and 
generally enjoying being out in the 
sunshine.  It was so lovely to have 
them back with us.

Mrs C Leeds

Mrs Fowler and the Yr 1 pupils having 
fun with water games!
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3L’S VIRTUAL TRIP 
TO LONDON ZOO
On Wednesday 20 May 2020, 3L 
went to London Zoo for our virtual 
School trip. 

At the beginning of our trip we went 
on a virtual coach and drove to 
London Zoo. When we arrived, we 
saw some cheeky lemurs who were 
nibbling on chestnut flowers, which 
we learnt was one of their favourite 
foods. The lemurs were very agile 
and scurried along the ground.  

Afterwards we went to see some 
camels called Noemie and Ghengis. 
Noemie was led around the Zoo 
by her keeper and stopped to eat 
some lush, emerald green grass. 
We then saw a baby sloth lying 
on his mummy’s tummy. He was 
eating some crunchy, orange carrot 
and looking very happy and cute. A 
few moments later, we headed to 
the giraffe enclosure where we saw 
a towering giraffe being fed lovely 
fresh leaves. Next, we saw some 
playful brown bears who were play 
fighting. Without warning, one bear 
got pushed into the water by the 
other, which made me giggle! Then 

we had to draw our own designs for 
a new bear enclosure for some new 
bears arriving at the Zoo. 

Finally, it was time for us to get back 
on the virtual coach and go home. I 
had a brilliant time visiting London 
Zoo virtually. It was a great way 
to have a special School trip with 
my friends and Miss Lloyd during 
lockdown. My favourite part was 
seeing the energetic and mischievous 
bears. I hope we can visit them again 
soon. 

Immy Kapoor, Year 3

SCRUBS FOR NHS
Mrs Bean has been busy helping 
to make and collect Scrubs for 
the NHS. Thank you to everyone 
who has made and donated, she 

collected nearly 100 in the end and 
they went to a local collection area 
and a parent who works in Epsom St 
Helier’s Emergency Department.
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PREP SCHOOL ART

My Recycling Project by Ellie Smith 
This is a dish sponge with automatic soap dispenser that I made from an old plastic bottle 

Year 2

Year 2

Year 2

Year 2

Year 2

Year 2
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PREP SCHOOL ART

Year 4

Year 5

Year 5

Year 4

Year 5

Year 5
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PTA ACTIVITIES
I do love ‘Michael McIntyre’s Big Show’ 
introduction to his first compilation 
show of this season where he goes 
back to June 2019 and would like 
to know the future. The fortune 
teller tells him “he will no longer be 
a comedian; he will be a substitute 
teacher and amateur hairdresser and 
his uniform will be tracksuit bottoms 
for many months… and his friends 
will no longer come within 2m of him 
... and you will sing happy birthday to 
yourself 8 times a day ...” Who would 
have thought come March 2020 our 
lives would change so much. 

Whilst the annual PTA Easter 
Treasure Hunt and Chicken Hunt was 
cancelled, the PTA Committee jumped 
into action to ensure all the children in 
Pre-Prep and Prep received an Easter 
Egg before School abruptly finished. 
Unfortunately the PTA Comedy night, 
Sports Day ‘Pimms’, New2U sales, 
end of Prep School celebrations and 
the annual Summer Ball have all been 
cancelled and we will look to carry 
them over to next year - bigger and 
better!

With that said, one of the objectives 
of the PTA is to enhance the School 
community.  So, with that in mind 
and with the support of the School 
and staff, we have successfully run 
two online PTA quizzes for pupils in 
the Prep School, with over 40 pupils 
taking part from Years 3-5.  Huge 
thanks to Year 5 who piloted the 
concept!

Competition was fierce and ‘fastest 
‘Kahoot!’ finger’ came into play with 
the Year 5 podium outcome! Our 
eventual winners were; 

Year 5 Quiz - Georgia, Oliver and 
Xander

Year 3 and 4 Quiz - Rose, William and 
Finnian 

Congratulations to our winners, 
runners up and everyone who took 
part.

In terms of future events, we are 
planning a New2U pop up shop 
in August, subject to change and 
restrictions in place. Further details 

will be published at the end of term.  
The current stocklist is available 
online via MSP and urgent requests 
for those children back at School can 
be emailed to ewellcastlenew2u@
gmail.com.  We are hoping the annual 
Fireworks/BBQ event will continue 
as planned in October but like 
everything, we will wait to confirm.

Thank you for all your continued 
support and we look forward to 
resuming a new kind of ‘normality’ in 
September.

Emma Mitchell  
Chair PTA
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LOCKDOWN MEMORIES



Ewell Castle Preparatory School 
Glyn House, Church Street, Ewell, KT17 2AP

 
www.ewellcastle.co.uk

@EwellCastleUK




