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HEADLINES
It has been an extremely busy
term with lots to keep both pupils
and staff occupied. However, the
primary focus has been the public
examinations. Returning well into
April meant that there was little
time before the commencement of
study leave. Perhaps time enough
to put the finishing touches to the
revision programmes with a number
of additional lessons to bolster the
confidence of those whose days
of reckoning had arrived.
Alas,
time stands still for nobody.....! Of
course, not everybody is involved in
this process. For those seemingly
untroubled individuals, their turn
will come, but for the moment
they contemplated a challenging
academic and activities programme.
The activities programme has been
blighted by unfavourable weather
conditions. This is a shame. It
would appear that every term has
suffered in this way this year. For
the first time that I can recall, it was
necessary to reschedule the annual
Sports Day! Nevertheless, the Poole
Road Arena served us well allowing
for a most enjoyable day of athletics.
As ever there were a fair number of
parents whose support added to the
occasion. Building on this, there
have also been a number of athletic
matches in the locality with Ewell
Castle competitors performing well.
The tennis teams have also managed
to give a good account of themselves
in the local leagues.
The major sport of the summer is
cricket, but for those who enjoy
‘swinging the willow’ there were far too
many cancellations. Re-scheduling
cricket matches is simply not possible
because there is no space in a very full
www.ewellcastle.co.uk

calendar. On the whole, the results
have been rather variable for all of
the teams. There have been some
promising individual performances
though; especially in the Under 15s.
Let us hope that those players will go
on to form the basis of a good First XI
next season.
More cultural undertakings continue
to figure prominently. They might be
more sedentary, but the effort involved
preparing is self-evident. The Lower
School production of ‘Little Red
Riding Hood’ was very well received.
It showed that there is a considerable
amount of acting talent in this school.
Equally important though, is ensuring
that the pupils get the chance to
experience live professional theatre.
I am grateful to the efforts of those
in the Drama Department who
ensure such opportunities do arise
on a fairly regular basis. The Music
Department has continued to play
its part in providing our pupils with
a broad education. This term we
enjoyed the Lower School Soiree and
the Creative Performance Evening as
well as Choir Evensong at St Mary’s,
and the House Singing Competition.
The Upper Sixth Leavers’ Celebration
Evening was a truly memorable
occasion, as was Prize Giving Day,
the Sports Celebration Evening, the
Summer Evening Entertainment, the
Art Exhibition and the Sponsored
Run / Activities Fun Day. All of these
things require a lot of preparation
in the anticipation that there will be
much to applaud and enjoy by all
involved. They are important events
allowing those in the School to
demonstrate real community spirit.
In all, this has been a marvellous

year.
The events calendar may
be similar each year, but they are
never the same. The pupils see to
that by providing their own touches
of individuality. Each year means
something different for each pupil as
they grow in confidence and maturity.
The quality of what an individual can
produce each year, as they get older,
also differs. We are always looking
for progress and, inevitably, take
considerable pleasure in witnessing it
unfold for each separate year group.
As I have said so often, school days
are there to be enjoyed and taken
advantage of. I am delighted to
see so many at Ewell Castle doing
precisely that! On that positive note,
I will end. Have a restful summer
vacation.
For those returning in
September I look forward to seeing
you then fit and well. The Ewellians
not returning, I trust that you will
move on fully prepared for what lies
ahead. We look forward to hearing of
your accomplishments. Please keep
in touch and join the Old Ewellians
Association!

Mr M Holder-Williams
Head of Senior School

@EwellCastleUK

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

Years 7-9 performed an
alternative version of Little Red
Riding Hood by Paul Reakes.
For many of the boys, it was the
first time they had performed in
front of a live audience, but they
exuded confidence and charm,
and delighted the audience with
a hilariously funny version of a
very famous childrens’ story.

LITTLE
RED
RIDING
HOOD AN ALTERNATIVE VERSION

Miss Jones

Wednesday 14th &
Thursday 15th May 2014 7.00pm
Location: The Castle Hall
Tickets available from the School Office: £6 adults / £4 pupils & children

MATHS CHALLENGE
JUNIOR MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE
The Junior Mathematics Challenge is aimed at Year 7 and 8. This year
there were some excellent results from Jamie Campbell (Y7), Joseph
Carter (Y8), Nicholas Palmer (Y7) , Jack Song (Y8), Toby Wright (Y8),
Edward Roberts (Y7), Samuel Elson (Y7), Cameron Mason-Apps
(Y8) and Stephen Jones (Y8). Outstanding performances were from
Jamie Campbell (best in school) and Joseph Carter (best in Year 8).
Congratulations to all the students.

INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE OLYMPIAD AND
KANGAROO ROUND
Five students who were successful in the Intermediate Mathematics
Challenge were put through to the next rounds. The Olympiad or Kangaroo
rounds were dependent on their initial score. Hyunjae Lee, Hyunmo Ku,
Juho Lee (Year 11’s) all took part in the Pink Kangaroo round and received
certificates of participation. Minsuk Kang (Year 11) completed the Cayley
round and received a distinction, placing him in the top 200 in the country.
Leo Nam (Year 9) took part in the Maclaurin round and received a distinction
and a medal, placing him in the top 50 in the country for his age. Well done
to all the students, who performed to a very high level

Mr Vijapura
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DRAMA TRIP
THE BELIEVERS
On Wednesday 7th May, year
10,11 and 12 Drama Students
went to see ‘ The Believers’
by one of the county’s leading
physical theatre companies,
Frantic Assembly. The pupils
were
astounded
by
the
ingenuity of both the staging
and acting in this production.
The performances and theatrical
concept
challenged
their
preconceived ideas of theatre
and fuelled their imaginations
as to the multi possibilities of
physical storytelling on the stage.

Mr Bader-Clynes

The University of Bristol visit provided
an excellent opportunity for the Year
12’s to ‘kick start’ their UCAS process.
As well as learning about how to
write a personal statement-‘what
does a good personal statement look
like?’ students were able to select
a taster session where they had the
opportunity to listen to a lecture and
participate in discussion afterwards.
Taster sessions included Modern
languages-understanding Stalinism:
what does a cultural perspective
add?
Maths
engineering-maths
modelling, Biochemistry-how cells
make and use the energy molecule
ATP, British Politics-The Labour Party
and Trade unions and History-Italy,
national identity and the 1982 world
cup. Feedback from students was
very positive and we will certainly
attend again next year.

Mrs Paton

TRIP TO THE NATIONAL
PHYSICAL LABORATORY
Our Year 10 trip to The National Physical Laboratory
took place on Wednesday 21st May.
The trip was extremely useful, very worthwhile and
certainly kept us all amused!
The boys asked plenty of questions throughout the
morning, and with the other school being late, it
gave us the opportunity to have the introductory
session with the apprentices to ourselves! The boys
particularly enjoyed the variety of hands-on demos
and seemed to especially enjoy the ‘weighing of the
dolls’ where they were given wooden dolls to place
in order of size and weight with some very surprising
results!
The hemi-anechoic chamber was also a highlight-a
sound absorbing room used to measure sound
sources over a reflecting plane.
We have been invited back next year and I am sure we
will attend again.

Mrs Paton

CHARITY UPDATE
Once again it has been a busy term for the Charitable
Works Committee. As usual volunteers (almost
exclusively from 7PH this term!) have given their
time to help in the ‘Oxfam’ shop in Ewell Village on
Fridays after school; volunteers from Years 10 have
also given their time to support the ‘Charitable Works
Reading Scheme’, by volunteering at the Junior
School. The usual bi-weekly tutor group cake sales
have continued, with a further four tutor groups
holding their cake sales in order to raise money in
support of a charity chosen by them. 8NT’s sale
raised £84.78, which they decided to split between
‘Cancer Research UK’ and ‘The Alzheimer’s Society’;
7MW raised £102.31 in support of ‘Meningitis UK’;
7PH raised £107.46 for ‘Dream Come True’ (a charity
that fulfils the dreams of terminally and seriously ill
children and young people); and 9RI finished the year
by raising £113.23 for ‘Bliss’ (a charity that gives
vital support and care to premature babies in the UK,
chosen by the boys in this tutor group following the
news of contaminated baby feed being distributed
to UK hospitals in early June). The last two of these
groups in particular, did incredibly well to raise as
much money as they did, as the ever-hungry Year
11s and Sixth Form had departed for Study Leave
and exams by the time their sales took place! At
time of writing the Charitable Works Committee are
involved in organising some charitable activities for
the Summer Evening, the proceeds of which will
support ‘Rally for Bally’.

Mr Leigh

WARHAMMER CLUB

WarHammer
club
takes
place every Tuesday in room
60. If you are interested
in
painting
models
and
playing Warhammer, please
come along next term.

Mr Sandhu
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SPANISH PLAY

TRIP TO BARCELONA

This Summer Term we had the privilege
of watching “ La habitación de Mateo”
– a play performed by native Spanish
actors all in the target language in the
comfort of our own main hall!

From Saturday 21st to Tuesday
24th June the group of Year 9 boys
went to Barcelona with Mr Bromley
and Mr March. Over the four days,
we experienced the city and the
celebration of the summer solstice,
with bonfires and an amazing
display of sparklers and fireworks

The students were very engaged
throughout and their feedback was
excellent! As teachers we were also
really proud of them for putting the
effort in to put the pieces together
when they did not quite understand
the language and this was what
made the experience that much more
special and valuable. Bridging gaps in
communication is an extremely useful
skill for life, to which we are happy to
have contributed by organising this
event and we have already booked
more performances for next year!

carried by 3 groups of local “devils”.
We had some time to play football
on the beach and to dive into the
Mediterranean. It was a great
experience and both children and
staff had a great time.

Mr March

FRENCH PLAY
On Friday 23rd May, Year 8 students
enjoyed a play performed entirely in
French by French native speakers.
The storyline was of a girl who
wishes her dad was ‘cooler’; on her
birthday, she is given a magic wand
and starts changing her dad.
Audience participation was required.
The most memorable moment will
remain Mr March’s participation in
that play!...
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TRIP TO PARIS

FISHBOURNE PALACE TRIP
On Thursday 26th June the Year 9 Classics class travelled
to Fishbourne Roman Palace. We travelled by train
which proved to be convenient, environmentally friendly
and above all much cheaper than the alternatives. We
attended a great workshop on Roman life studying the
artefacts found at Fishbourne and watched Mr Blencowe
give a spirited demonstration of Roman armour,
equipment and battle tactics. All of this will prove
invaluable in the controlled assessment next year on the
Archaeology of Roman Britain.

The Year 8 Cultural Trip to Paris took place from 21st
June to 24th June. Highlights included the Louvre
Museum, the Jardin des Tuileries, the Eiffel Tower, le
Sacré Coeur and Place du Tertre, which is famous for
being the artistic square of Paris. Whilst some of us
enjoyed the art on display, others will remember it as
the place where we had a drink and an ice cream!

Future trips for the History and Classics departments
include a Year 8 trip to see the Mary Rose in the last
week of term and trips next academic year to the
Somme and Pompeii.

Mr Blencowe

We also enjoyed a trip on a ‘Bateaux-Mouches’ and
saw the most famous landmarks of Paris from the
boat: La Concorde, Notre Dame, the Musée d’Orsay
etc. After dinner back at the hotel, we went to see the
Eiffel Tower more closely; some of us were even brave
enough to go up to the second floor.
We also enjoyed an action packed day in Disneyland
Paris, which everyone loved, and on our way back
to England, we stopped at a bakery where we were
shown how bread and croissants are made, and
stopped briefly at Cité Europe for some last-minute
shopping before taking the ferry and heading back
home.

Miss Hernandez

GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO THE
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
The Year 7’s had an informative and enjoyable day at
the Natural History Museum. They have been studying
Plate Tectonics and the activities at the Museum helped
to reinforce the topics covered in class including: the
distribution of volcanoes and earthquakes, types of
volcanic eruptions and the effects of seismic events.
They even experienced what an earthquake feels like in
the simulation room. All in all a very good day!

Mr Sandhu
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SPORTS AWARDS EVENING

TENNIS

On Monday 30th June, the Senior School held their
annual Sports Awards Evening to recognise and
reward those sports performers who have excelled
over the course of the academic year. Over 70
awards were handed out to over 60 pupils all of
whom had represented the School in a range of
different sports. Mr Harris gave a fantastic speech
using former England Rugby Coach Sir Clive
Woodward as the inspiration, whereas Mr Grindrod
used Nelson Mandela’s experiences of the power of
sport as the key message. The special guest speaker
this year was Ilge Alpay from The Tennis Avenue
Academy who gave a truly wonderful speech on the
importance of trying to win and looking to the future
to raise standards even higher. Mr Grindrod used the
occasion to introduce the ECSport Academy that will
launch in September.

There was quite a lot of pressure on us to match the
success of last year’s tennis teams. That success
also generated an increase in interest and enthusiasm
so that we expanded from two to four teams. In the
Aegon ‘B’ Division Year 7/8 team won their league and
are now into the semi finals to be played on Friday 4th
July. The two Year 10 teams both came second in
their Aegon ‘B’ division losing just one match a piece
and doing really well. The Open Team involving the
best players across the years came 2nd in the Surrey
Schools League having played five matches and
losing just the one against a strong King’s, Wimbledon
side. A great season and we wish the Year 7/8s luck
in their semi final against Wilsons on Friday 4th July.

Mrs McManus

All of the boys appeared very happy with their trophies
which will find a spot on the family mantelpiece.
Congratulations to all.

EWELL CASTLE PUPIL
SELECTED FOR WELSH RUGBY
UNION JUNIOR ELITE PLAYER
PROGRAMME

TENNIS RALLY FOR BALLY
RAISING FUNDS TO FIGHT
CANCER
Rally for Bally has been in full swing during morning
break times this Summer Term. We’ve been
fundraising to support the fight against liver cancer,
and are doing this in memory of former British
number one ladies tennis champion Elena Baltacha
who recently lost her own fight against cancer aged
just 30 . The highlight of our fundraising efforts
was our “Dawn til Dusk” non-stop tennis marathon
on the 4th July. Additional donations welcome at
https://www.justgiving.com/Liz-McManus1/ or via
the School Office.

Ewell Castle pupil and Harlequins Academy player
Lachlan John has been selected to play for the Welsh
Rugby Union Junior Elite Player Programme in the U14
team. Lachlan plays in the Hooker position, and in
his debut match against North Wales two weeks ago,
scored the third try as well as winning all his scrums and
taking three from North Wales. He helped his team win
an outstanding 65 – 0.
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UNDER 12’S
CRICKET

UNDER 14’S
CRICKET

This term the Under 12 cricketers have
had victories to date against Moon Hall
College and Glyn B XI. Mr Peto has led
an enthusiastic squad in which Mihir
Rao and Daniel Sultan have been the
highest wicket takers. Captain Andrew
Thomas has led by example in the
field with six catches to his name.
Wallington Grammar School provided
an enjoyable match in which all team
members participated with either bat
or ball. In this fixture Daniel Sultan and
Andrew Thomas contributed twelve a
piece with the bat in the Ewell total of
62 for 9. Some highlights to build on
for next year!

The Under 14’s have had a tricky term
not helped with 2 cancellations due
to wet weather. A tough battle but a
losing one to both Glyn and Halliford
was split with a fine win against
Lingfield Notre Dame. In this match
the opening batsmen Edward Jackson
scored 33 and Spencer Price 36 whilst
pace bowler Joe Cotsworth took 4 –
24 with the ball. A disappointing loss
to Greycourt was lifted with Prasanna
Uthayanan’s 54 not out with the bat. A
tough term but some strong individual
performances softening the blows
somewhat.

UNDER 13’S
CRICKET
This was a season that suffered from
‘rain prevented play’ all too often. To
date four games have been played
with only one victory recorded.
This was against Glyn. The other
games had their moments, but the
truth is that the boys need to grow
a little more to be able to drive the
ball off the square more often! The
defeat to Greycourt by one wicket
was certainly a game that got away!
There is one match remaining and
I hope that it will be played and
that we have a winning flourish!
Noteworthy batting performances
came from Tayler McLellan (Glyn
26) and Edward Cribb (33 against
Halliford). The best of the bowlers
were Tayler McLellan (7 wickets),
Oliver Noon (5) and Edward Cribb
(5).
Top catchers were Edward
Cribb and Stephen Jones each with
two. Cameron Mason-Apps made
genuine progress behind the stumps
and Oliver Carter skippered the side
well.

UNDER 15’S
CRICKET
A reduced season of only 4 completed
matches was a disappointment for the
talented U15 team. The four matches
did provide some excellent games
and individual performances. Of note
were the run chases against Glyn
and Wallington County, winning by 5
wickets and 8 wickets respectively.
Notable achievements by Ben Higgs
(80 Not Out vs Wallington County),
Eshen Patel (61 vs Caterham) and, in
particular, Todd Harman (52 Not Out
vs Glyn, 52 vs Lingfield and 44 Not Out
vs Wallington County) were highlights
of a short but commendable season

1ST XI CRICKET
The season has been interrupted by
rain and exam clashes but we have
managed to play five games so far this
season. Of these five games we have
managed wins against Claremont,
Wallington and Caterham. Particular
impressive performances have come
from Zain Ahmed and Amir Nazir. Amir
has played a number of fine innings
and is averaging over 50 with the bat.
Zain has bowled well consistently and
has taken 9 wickets at an average of
10. The boys have fielded brilliantly
in recent matches and we hope to
do well in the end of season T20
tournament at John Fisher.

SENIOR SCHOOL
ATHLETICS
Across Year 7 – 10, there have
been 5 fixtures per year group,
at Caterham, Claremont, Epsom
College and at The Harrier Centre,
Poole Road. The term has seen
some wonderful and encouraging
performances on the track and field.
In Year 7 Kean Walker-Todd has
shown much promise in the sprints
and long jump. In Year 8 Eoin Nestor
continues to work on his fitness to
knock seconds of his personal bests
in the 1500 metres. Trocon Barchue
and George Whalley have excelled in
Year 9. Trocon continues to run the
100 metres in under 12 seconds and
George Whalley runs the 300 and 400
metres with extreme confidence and
maturity. Chauney Taylor and Callum
Hodgson joined Trocon at the district
trials at Kingsmeadow in June to
represent Central Surrey. The relay
teams have ran well this year. Both
Essex and Raleigh Senior 4x100
metre relay teams broke the school
record on Sports Day and the Year
9’s are unbeaten in the inter school
athletics meet at 4x100 metres
The result of this year’s House
Athletics was as follows: Overall
winners: Raleigh 1st, Essex 2nd and
Castlemaine 3rd.

VICTOR LUDORUM
Seniors: Michael Slavin (Essex)
Year 10:

Kofi Aburam (Essex)

Year 9:

Trocon Barchue 		
(Castlemaine)

Year 8:

Eoin Nestor (Essex)

Year 7:

Kean Walker-Todd (Essex)
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ANNUAL SUMMER EVENING, FEATURING ART AND DT EXHIBITION
Another successful Summer Evening
was enjoyed in the Castle grounds
by the whole Ewell Castle School
community. Family members remarked
on the quality of craftsmanship in the DT
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exhibition as well as the creativity, self
expression and high artistic standards
on display in the pop-up art gallery.
On the croquet lawn circus skills were
perfected, music was played and

guests watched volleyball and table
tennis matches as they enjoyed a BBQ
and other refreshments.

PSFA

ARTISTS OF THE TERM

Despite the biblical weather earlier in the day, the PSFA
Summer Ball in the Marquee was an amazing evening.
Over 120 people danced the night away - the atmosphere
was truly wonderful. The Silent Auction raised over £1600
which will go towards the Minibus Fund. I would like to
thank everyone who supported the event - parents and
staff alike - and the people and companies who generously
contributed prizes to the Silent Auction and the Grand Draw.
On behalf of the PSFA Committee thank you to everyone
who contributed towards such a successful and enjoyable
evening.

Vicki Craig
Chair PSFA

UPPER SIXTH LEAVERS’
CELEBRATION EVENING WEDNESDAY 25TH JUNE
This was a glorious black tie celebration evening, held at The
Castle to mark the departure of our current Upper Sixth; and
will surely be fondly remembered by all those who attended.
The evening began with a reception for the Upper Sixth
and their parents during which they chatted with their Year
group, and parents said goodbye to members of staff who
have supported the students whilst at Ewell Castle. Parents
then departed, and the evening continued with a delicious
buffet supper, a few speeches, music and entertainment.
We very much hope that our Upper Sixth leave the School
with wonderful memories and firm friendships that will last
a lifetime. We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Wight Vodka and Awin Barratt Siegel, our sponsors for the
evening.

YEAR 7
Winner Tom Hall 7MW
Runners Up
Ethan Moran 7MW, Daniel Sultan7MW, Jack Davies 7PH

YEAR 10
Winner Brian Jung 10SB
Runners Up
Josh Conyers 10EMC, Max Duggan 10EMC

Leavers – ensure you leave your contact details with the
Alumni Office. The Old Ewellians Association will help you
to maintain contact with each other, and provide social and
professional networking opportunities for years to come.

Contact: oldewellians@ewellcastle.co.uk

YEAR 8

YEAR 9
Winner Leo Nam 9RI

Winner Luke Rae 8BOC

Runners Up
Toby Doyle 9RI, Will
Harding 9LBC
Alistair Heading 9CH

Runners Up
Adam Thornton 8KH
Giles Barton 8KH
Max Marchesi 8BOC

9

MUSIC
Once again this term has proved as
busy as ever for the Music Department,
with four new musical events in the
School calendar alongside the more
familiar summer concerts.
The summer series kicked off with an
eclectic range of performances from
pupils in Years 7 to 9 in the Lower
School Soirée, an evening which
offered an informal setting for less
experienced musicians to perform in
front of an audience. Guitarists and
drummers were encouraged to leave
their backing tracks behind in order
to bring their pop/rock numbers to
life, through performing as part of a
live band, while the more classically
trained
musicians
demonstrated
sound technique and musical maturity.
Notable performances came from Joel
Smith (trumpet), Giles Barton (clarinet),
Ollie Mooij (drums), Josh Pasley
(drums), Tom Gill (guitar) and Andrew
Thomas (guitar).
The Creative Performance Evening
which followed offered our talented
GCSE and AS Level composers the
opportunity to work with professional
musicians and hear their pieces
performed in a formal concert setting.
During the evening, the audience were
introduced to a range of new styles of
music, from classical piano and guitar
pieces to a complex folk-rock piece
by Kieran Blyth and a lively fusion of
jazz and reggae from Khaya Mtunzi.
The standard of music composed by
all pupils was excellent, and aspiring
composers from further down the
school were both inspired and
impressed.
The Summer Term concluded with three
further events in close succession. The
House Music competition followed a
new format to previous years, involving
every member of our three Houses
performing a rock anthem (which
was only revealed on the morning of
the event). Each House, comprising
a large chorus and an accompanying
band, rehearsed during the day in
preparation for the live performance in
front of our panel of judges, including
a guest from DECCA Records. Given
that some of the more senior pupils
hadn’t experienced singing in a choral
10

format for several years, every House
must be praised for their energetic
and enthusiastic performances. The
competition was won by Essex,
performing ‘Livin’ On A Prayer’, for
their original interpretation, musicality
and entertainment value. Particular
thanks must be given to Heads of
Houses Sam Manley, Liz Harrison
and Jon Grindrod for their fantastic
leadership and relentless enthusiasm
and support.
In case this particular day wasn’t
busy enough, the Lower School Band
Project live final took place during the
lunch hour. Following an intensive term
in Music lessons, whereby all pupils
in Years 7 and 8 learnt a new musical
instrument and worked in bands to
rehearse a song, four bands from
each year group were selected for the
competition. All eight bands should be
very proud of their performances and
the hard work they put in in such a
short space of time. The winners were
SCJK from Year 7, with their version of
Jason Mraz’s ‘I’m Yours’ and Odd One
Out, performing ‘Don’t Stop Believing’
from Year 8. These two bands were
awarded the prize of performing at the
Summer Evening the following night,
and having their songs recorded in a
professional recording studio at the
end of term.
The tradition of Summer Evening
continued with music being performed
in the marquee by the full complement
of ensembles and student-led bands,
intertwined with circus skills, outdoor
activities and plenty of food and drink!
The Concert Band performed this year’s

favourites, including ‘Valerie’ and ‘Call
Me Al’, while the Chamber Orchestra
performed the opening movement of
Haydn’s trumpet concerto in Eb with
Edward Smith as the soloist. The ‘open
mic’ session offered student bands
the opportunity to perform their own
original compositions or cover songs,
while the Lower School Concert Band
made their first public appearance,
performing ‘Eye of The Tiger’ with style
and vigour. This was a very enjoyable
evening, celebrating the culmination
of a year’s worth of dedication to
rehearsals and musicianship at Ewell
Castle School.
The musical diary closed with a final
performance from the Chapel Choir
in their first Evensong service at St.
Mary’s Church, Ewell. For a relatively
new ensemble, this provided the
opportunity for the pupils to sing
several pieces alongside the more
experienced St Mary’s Choir in an
important and formal setting. Singing
Rutter’s ‘The Lord Bless You and
Keep You’ and Thompson’s ‘Gloria’,
the Chapel Choir rounded off this
year’s musical calendar with musical
maturity and secure technique, and we
look forward to hearing them develop
further still during the course of the next
academic year.

HEAD BOY
I have been fortunate to enough
have been taught by some fantastic
people during my time here. This
includes Mr Krause, Mr Ashby, Mr
Casey, Mr Blencowe and Mr Peto.
Under Mr Harris, the School has a
vibrant and dynamic new Principal
who I have no doubt will markedly
improve the School in the future both
facilities wise and educationally.

I have had a brilliant time during my
12 years at the School. I’ve been
fortunate to hold a number of key
positions throughout my time at Ewell
Castle which has included being the
Captain of Football for two years and
Castlemaine House Captain. It was
therefore an honour to be appointed
the Head Boy for my final year and
I hope I have done the job justice.
I have received the most amazing
support from the Senior Prefects and
a special thank you must also go to
the Deputy Head Boy, Hugo Bromley
and the Heads of the Sixth Form, Mr
Bromley, and Mr D’Souza.

I leave with many great memories
ranging from my time at Chessington
Lodge all the way to Senior School life.
I have been able to pursue a number
of activities such as debating, playing
sport and performing both musically
and dramatically. I have been lucky to
go on a number of different tours with
personal highlights being the trip to
the Somme in Year 9 and two sporting
tours in Antigua and Tenerife where I
had the privilege of being the Captain
of the tour. Ewell Castle has offered
me the chance to improve myself, in
sport, the arts and in academia and
for that I am eternally grateful.

SPORTS DAY
What a day it turned out
to be – especially for the
overall victors Raleigh House!
With the vast majority of
the School either running,
jumping or throwing for their
House (in some cases boys
were doing all 3), 8 school
records were broken in the
process!! Congratulations to
Eoin Nestor, George Whalley,
Trocon
Barchue,
Khaya
Mtunzi, Charlie WestmorlandBurns, and the Year 9
Castlemaine relay team as
well as the Senior Essex and
Raleigh relays teams!

I wish my successor, the school, and
most importantly all of you, the best
of luck in the future. Have a great
Summer!
Thank You. Daniel Archer

ECSPORTS ACADEMY
We are proud to announce the launch
of ECSports Academy; designed to
allow pupils to combine intensive
specialist sports training and a firstclass academic education within an
integrated curriculum.
The launch of ECSports Academy sees us working in Partnership with
“The Tennis Avenue Academy” to inaugurate the Ewell Castle Tennis
Academy, in what is the first of many sports that we hope will enable
our pupils to achieve and succeed. The tennis programme at The
Tennis Avenue Academy in New Malden is one of the largest and most
successful in the country.
Pupils who join EC Sports Academy will be full members of the School
community. They will all follow the core academic subjects of English,
Mathematics and Science but will then have some flexibility to drop
some other subjects in order to free up time to train. The Ewell Castle
Tennis Academy is ideally for players who are club/county standard
or better. For more information contact Mr Jon Grindrod, Director of
Sport, Ewell Castle School.
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STAFF NEWS
Mrs Mary Price joined the school’s History Department
in September 2013 in a part-time capacity. In fact, she
proved to be very versatile as she also taught Religious
Studies, Geography and PSHE. Clearly she was always
ready to take on a challenge. She was also to be found
on the games field and willing to look for additional
extracurricular contributions. She made a positive
impression on her pupils. We wish her well at St Hilary’s
School.
Alexander Coupland joined the School on a short
contract that was to run for one term. As it happens
he stayed for three! Ewell Castle has a habit of doing
that to people. He has made a valuable contribution in
the Science Department. Good Physics teachers can be
somewhat elusive, but we struck lucky. We are grateful
for his efforts in the classroom. We wish him well.
David Lea was also appointed on a limited contract for
two terms. Once again we proved lucky in acquiring
the services of an experienced colleague. He took on
the demands of the Business Studies and Economics
Departments seamlessly. These subjects have a lot of
teaching at the top end of the school and now doubt
his enthusiasm for his subjects will have rubbed off on
his pupils! We now wish him well as he contemplates a
move abroad.
Mr Adam Assen joined the School in September 2013 as
Director of Music. He has certainly made a significant
impact in the Music Department. His aim has been
to raise the standard of music and broaden its appeal
in the school. Clearly one year is not enough time to
bring this about, but the route appears to be set with
new ensembles such as the Chapel Choir, Lower &
Senior Choirs, a reworking of the Concert Band into
a Function Band, resetting of the Orchestra into a
Chamber Orchestra amongst other things. Certainly we
have witnessed improved community links with St Mary’s
Church and the Music events calendar has changed
dramatically with the Musical Showcase (Rock gig style),
Musical recital (formal classical concert in St Mary’s), the
‘This is Africa’ extravaganza and the restructuring of the
House Music competition. He was also a VI Form Tutor
and a valued member of the Staff Common Room. We
wish him well as he returns to Caterham as Director of
Music.
Mrs Nicola Scott was appointed in September 2011 as a
Learning Support Assistant. She proved to be a diligent
member of the SEND team. I know that she enjoyed

her time at Ewell Castle. Particular satisfaction has been
gleaned from supporting pupils who at first, appeared
very negative about themselves and the prospect of
examinations, but then came to appreciate themselves
rather more when examination success was forthcoming!
She made a contribution outside the classroom in the
Gardening Club as well as running a Tracking / Spelling
group for Years 7 & 8. We wish her well and she looks
to spend quality time with her family both in Surrey and
Somerset.
Mr Jekhan Aruliah was appointed to teach Mathematics
in September 2010. He joined the profession late.
Having read Natural Sciences at Cambridge he spent 20
years in the IT Industry. He certainly made an impact here
while at the same time learning how to win the attention
of mathematics pupils of varying ability! Outside the
classroom he established The Castle Ravens. Other
interests included the Robotics Society. He was a VI
Form Tutor and certainly did all he could to provide sound
guidance for those seeking university entry. He further
learned to appreciate that young people don’t always
do what is clearly in their best interests. An intelligent
and eminently likeable man we wish him well in whatever
projects and undertakings that come his way!
Mrs Carol Tapp joined the School in September 2001
as Special Educational needs Co-ordinator. In fact, in
her first year her degree in French & Psychology meant
that she was able to do some teaching in the Modern
Foreign Languages Department not to mention have a
presence in the Junior School as well. Carol was always
busy around the school and ran her department to good
effect. Indeed, she was also EAL co-ordinator for many
years. Beyond this, she organised a paired reading
scheme for Years 7 & 8, the Ewell Castle Theatre Club
and I know that she thoroughly enjoyed singing in the
choir, performing in the Wassails and more recently in the
Castle Chorus. When she stepped down from running
the department she continued to teach on a part-time
basis. We wish her well and trust that she will enjoy a
well earned retirement!
Mr Maciej Szetela joined the School in March 2004.
While here he progressed from part-time technician to
IT Support Manager, overseeing the establishment of a
modern and resilient computer infrastructure, with its
heart in the purpose built server room in the Budgell
Building. We valued his endeavours and wish him well at
Surrey University!
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