EWELL CASTLE JUNIOR SCHOOL

HEAD’S TALES
It has been a fantastic term at the
Junior School and seemingly a fast
one too! It never fails to amaze me
how much we manage to pack in
to a few weeks from the day-to-day
lessons, to special concerts, shows,
charity events, fixtures, day trips and
swimming galas. The highlights for
me have been the Year 2 Multi Sports
Festival, the Year 3 Words and Music,
the Year 4 Production and the charity

singing at the Ashley Centre. At times
such as these, the children get their
deserved moment in the spotlight and
a platform on which to demonstrate
newly learnt skills and competences.
For the Early Years, the trip to the
Natural History Museum in London
for Reception was significant in that it
marked the emerging independence
of the children and really brought
home to the parents how much their
children are growing up. My final
mention this term goes to the ‘Grand
Opening of the Nursery Building’ and
the visit from the Mayor himself who
came to officially open our lovely
new facility on the 4th April. The
children enjoyed a special ‘Teddy
Bear’s Picnic’ themed day and the
celebrations ended with a whole
school rousing rendition of ‘The Bear
Necessities.’
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Looking forward to a fun-packed
Summer term and hoping that you
have all enjoyed a peaceful and happy
Easter break.
Kind regards

Mrs M Phillips
Head of Junior School

POLKA THEATRE WORKSHOP
FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY 2014
We had a visitor from the Polka
Theatre, a gentleman called Alan
Clark. He asked us about our toys:
what we had and which were our
favourite. We thought it was very
funny when he tried to fall asleep with
his toy penguin! He also dressed up
in a long, long coat, which reached
to his feet. Reception helped him out
by telling him where to put his scarf
(he wanted to tie it around his waist!)
and we also found his “magic” hat for
him.
We all loved singing “Row, row, row
your boat” and screaming when we
saw the crocodile puppet. Alan had
tins, pots and pans on string on a
stick and Reception took it in turns
to bang the pots and pans with
wooden spoons, whilst singing a
funny song about pots and pans. We

www.ewellcastle.co.uk

enjoyed singing and performing the
actions for the Grand Old Duke of
York: Alfie, Eva-Rose, Harrison and
Yazzie pretended to be soldiers and
did some marvellous marching in
front of the other children.
Alan also told us a teddy bear story:
about a teddy bear who had stayed
at home whilst his owner went to
school but after many adventures,
including a trip to the supermarket
and rubbish dump, surprised his
little girl owner’s school.
At the end of the session, we sang
the song “Puff the Magic Dragon”.
We all took on parts for this song.
Some of us were trees and held
branches; Oscar and Kaelan were
the sky and held blue banners; and
the rest of us were dragons. Those

of us who were dragons flew under
the blue sea held by Miss Butler and
Alan Clark from the Polka Theatre.
We all really enjoyed ourselves.
Alessia’s favourite part was when the
teddy bear went on his adventure.
Alfie G loved it when we saw the toy
baby dragon because it moved its
head. Belle liked it when Miss Butler
put the teddy bear in the school
because the little girl who owned it
saw it and was really surprised.

Miss Leadbeter and Reception
(Poppies and Bluebells)
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RECEPTION’S TRIP TO THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
TUESDAY 11TH MARCH 2014

On Tuesday 11th March, both
Reception classes went to the
Natural History Museum: we were all
very excited. On the coach journey
to the Museum, the children enjoyed
discussing with their partner what
they hoped they would see.
Once there, we had a quick snack in
the Education Centre before going
to explore the Dinosaur Gallery.
The children loved looking at all the
skeletons and fossils. They were keen
to know how the dinosaurs compared
in size to humans as well as asking
about how they moved and what they
ate. We also saw the large T-rex which

moved and roared. The large
T-rex was Alessia’s favourite
part because “it was so loud
and scary”, though she was
quick to admit that she did not
find it scary! Eva-Rose was
also a fan of this T-rex because
she thought he was smiling at
her. Kiran preferred the smaller
moving dinosaurs because he
liked the actions they were
doing. We also learnt about Dinosaur
eggs and had the opportunity of
touching some Dinosaur teeth, horns
and fossilised skin.
After visiting the Dinosaurs, we visited
the Mammals gallery. The children
were amazed at the size of the huge
Blue Whale. The Blue Whale was
Leon’s favourite part of the Museum
because “it was so enormous.”
Yasmin was very excited when she
saw the two moose – she was keen to
tell her mum that she had seen them
as her mum is a big fan!

We had our photograph taken next
to Dippy the Diplodocus before we
left. The children were tired after all
their adventures so many of them fell
asleep on the way back to School.
We all really enjoyed our day out and
seeing all the exciting exhibits at the
Museum.

Miss Leadbeter, Poppy Class and
Bluebell Class (Reception)

NEWS FROM THE PSFA

SCHOOL COUNCIL 2014

Thank you to everyone who attended the
Quiz Evening in January. As usual, it was a
thoroughly enjoyable night with just about the
right amount of competitive spirit! The event
raised around £350 which will be used to pay
towards friendship benches across the 3 sites.

Our School Council was voted for on ‘Polling Day’, Friday 17th
March.
Our School Council Members are:

Attention has now turned to arrangements for
the ‘Midsummer Night Ball in the Marquee’,
which will be held in the grounds of The Castle
on Saturday 28th June. The ticket price
includes a welcome glass of bubbly, a two
course buffet and coffee. There will be a DJ
and a fully licensed bar, serving a wide range
of drinks, including beers, wine, spirits and
cocktails.

Year 3 reps: Sophie Barrell, Callum Van Schalkwyk

Tickets will be on sale after Easter - priced
at £37.50 per person. Please watch out for
the announcement on Twitter and the Weekly
Bulletin - it will be an ideal way to celebrate the
end of another School year!

Ms V Craig, Chair PSFA
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We were all
ravenous by
then so really
e n j o y e d
tucking into
our packed
lunches
_
Sooho especially thought this was
great! Before leaving we had a quick
trip to see the Creepy Crawlies. The
children were fascinated by the bugs
that could live in a house, as well as
the sections on ants, spiders and
crustaceans.

Year 1 reps: Maria Petkova, Cameron McLean
Year 2 reps: Joseph Seager, Tilly Wong

Year 4 reps: Harry Ellis, JD Taiwo, Amaan Ahmad
Year 5 reps: Stuart Beattie, Mustafa Jaffar
Year 6 reps: Laszlo Dubois, Hyeonseo Jang
At our first meeting the roles of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson,
Treasurer and Secretary were voted for by the children and the
results were:
Chairperson - JD Taiwo
Vice-Chairperson - Stuart Beattie
Treasurers - Joseph Seager, Laszlo Dubois
Secretary - Tilly Wong

YEAR 6 VISIT TO HAMPTON COURT 7TH FEBRUARY 2014
Firstly, we got off the coach and went into a hall and waited
while a teacher got our tickets. While we were waiting,
there was a large and majestic sculpture of a dragon
hanging from the ceiling. There was also a cardboard cutout of a Tudor woman, maybe to represent one of Henry
VIII’s many wives or girlfriends.
Once we had our tickets, we went midway down the path
and stopped so Mrs Phillips could show us various aspects
of the front of the magnificent Palace. She explained that
they had a doorway for workmen or people coming to
deliver food or supplies to Hampton Court Palace, and
another for people of high importance; such as visiting
Kings, Queens, Duchesses or Dukes.
She also explained that the houses next to Hampton Court
were grace and favor apartments, these could be given
out to people that the Queen had been serviced or majorly
useful to her. Mrs Phillips also told us that there were no
brick buildings for miles, and then you would come across
the biggest house you had ever seen; highly decorated
with lavish blues and golds, five ridiculous storeys high
with luxurious gardens and kitchens further than the eye
could see.
Then we went to the main door. There was a miniature
bridge with gardens below (albeit flooded gardens as we
had had lots of rain the past two months) and medium
sized beasts holding different crests, each one signifying
different things.
We went through the main door and came out first onto a
crossroads, but continued straight to get in to a courtyard
with a beautiful fountain, coloured red and white, with tiny
golden lion heads that may have squirted out water in the
far-off past. One of the strangest things about the fountain
was the wooden woman sitting next to it! There were
various other wooden sculptures depicting Tudor men,
dotted around the courtyard.
Then we went to the area that was behind the tradesmen’s
door, right next to the kitchen, and met up with two men
dressed in Tudor clothes. They told us that the kitchens
were much bigger in Tudor times; they would have
stretched all the way from where they currently stand, to
the very front gates of Hampton Court Palace and beyond!

furnaces and preferred to cook meat in front of an open
fire on a long metal pole called a spit, and paid boys to turn
the meat so it cooked evenly.
We then progressed through the rest of the Palace, until
we got to a place called the haunted hallway. It is said
that the ghost of Catherine Howard (Henry VIII’s wife)
runs down the hallway and tries, in vain, to get to Henry’s
bedchamber to try and beg for mercy, as she was due
to be executed. We actually saw a member of staff and
asked her if she had ever seen the ghost. She replied that
she hadn’t ever actually seen the ghost herself, but knew
someone who had.
We eventually came to the Georgian courtyard added by
the Georgian rulers that came after the Stuarts. In the
centre there was a fountain, surrounded by lush grass
and, very strangely, lots of windows. It was then that Mrs
Phillips explained that in Georgian times, there was a tax
for having windows, and that the Georgians were showing
off their wealth and power by having lots of windows to
prove they had enough money to own the Palace and
still pay window tax, while most people were bricking up
windows to avoid bankruptcy.
Then we went to an enormous garden at the very back of
Hampton Court. While everyone went charging down the
main path to see an amazing water feature, I went for a
stroll along the path to the left, which connected back up
to the area where the fountain was. I came down to the
bottom of the fountain area and looked at the plaque that
told me that the fountain was a monument to the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee, then headed back to the coach with the
rest of the class back to the coach, and back to School.
I thoroughly enjoyed the trip to Hampton Court Palace and
would definitely go again if the chance arose. I would also
like to thank the teachers for organising the event and also
for all the enthusiasm and effort they put in along the way.

Noah Sanders, 6L

Then they showed us a massive pot with which they would
boil stew for around six hundred people! It was around
a meter and a half long and wide. We were then shown
a long and cold passageway that was called the larder,
essentially the Tudor equivalent of a modern freezer, which
worked using natural temperature and a wall to block out
the sun’s rays to prevent anything heating up.
We then progressed to Thomas Wolsey’s kitchens (Thomas
Wolsey was the original owner of Hampton Court) where
we learned that Tudors did not like cooking meat in
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VISIT TO THE NATIONAL GALLERY
21ST JANUARY 2014

PI DAY
Pupils in Years 5 and
6 celebrated Pi Day
on Friday, 14th March
(3.14). We investigated
the mystery ratio of
the circumference and
diameter by measuring
a selection of circular
objects using string and rulers. We also enjoyed listening
to Mathematical Pi and of, course, eating some apple pies.

Grand Multiplication Challenge
Over the Spring term pupils in KS1 and KS2 revised
their multiplication tables in preparation for the Grand
Multiplication Challenge held during the week beginning
Monday, 17th March. Competition was fierce as pupils
worked hard to win bronze, silver, gold and platinum
certificates and points for their Houses.
Congratulations to Essex House who won the challenge.
Many pupils were awarded platinum certificates for scores
of over 90% and three pupils, Chibby Nwoko, Kelechi
Nwoko and Ananya Balaji scored 100%.

Ms N Ludlam
Head of Junior Maths
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EXPLORE LEARNING MATHS
WORKSHOPS
Pupils from Years 1-6 have been enjoying participating in
Explore Learning Maths workshops.
In February, Explore Learning visited Year 4. One of the
main tasks was to pair up and shop for items for the
classroom from a list. We had to make a purchase from
each section of the list. We were given a certain amount
of money to spend and once we added up how much
the items cost, we then had to see how much money we
had left over. We were given a calculator to help with the
calculations but, as I enjoy a challenge, I mostly worked it
out on paper.

Darren Rickwood 4G

BOOK WEEK 3RD – 7TH MARCH 2014
The Junior School Book Week launch featured a production of “Robin Hood
Rescues The Forest” by the Aesop Touring Theatre Company. The children
were spellbound and loved every minute of this eco-friendly version of a
classic tale. It was a fitting way to begin an exciting week.

Mrs M Philips

WORLD BOOK DAY COSTUME WINNERS
6TH MARCH 2014
Year 3
Winners - Joshua Watson as
Captain Haddock from Tin Tin
and Jasmine Johnson as The
Enormous Crocodile by Roald
Dahl

SWIMMING GALA
The Year 3 - Year 6 House Swimming
Gala was held on Friday, 28th March
at Leatherhead Leisure Centre.
All children took part, with the
overwhelming majority of children
swimming two events. The School is
very proud of the fact that we have
100% participation in this event. This
level of participation reflects the hardwork of the children in swimming
lessons throughout the Autumn and
Spring terms. Congratulations to all
competitors, especially those from
Essex House, victors on the day.

Mr M Darlow

Runners Up - Harrison McLean
as Mr Twit by Roald Dahl and
Sophie Barrell as Papa Smurf
Year 4
Winners - Maya Boneva as Tiger
Lily from Peter Pan and Joe
Edwards as Mr Hiccup from How
to Train your Dragon
Runners Up - Sarah Donovan as
Little Red Riding Hood and Joe
Blakeman as Just William
Year 5
Winners - Mustafa Jaffar as
Oliver Twist and Alessandro
Chinasamy as Dudley Dursley
from Harry Potter
Runners Up - Hyunseo Kang as
Korean girl from Korean Story and
Kelechi Nwoko as Robin Hood
Year 6
Winners - William Quick as
Burt from Ratburger and Noah
Sanders as Gandalph from Lord
of the Rings
Runners Up - Lewis McLellan
as the Tin Man from Wizard of
Oz and Sam Ellis as Mr Stink by
David Walliams
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YEAR 5 BIKEABILITY
FRIDAY 14TH MARCH 2014
On a bright and sunny Spring morning
Year 5s took part in the Bikeability Level 1
scheme. The aim of the scheme is to create
awareness and build the foundation skills
that Year 5 students will need as greater
independence fast approaches.

YEAR 3 WORDS AND MUSIC
Following on from the hugely successful ‘This is Africa’ concert, Year 3
continued the African theme with their Words and Music performance,
on Thursday, 13th March. The children worked hard to learn their
poems and for some, to practice their individual piano, violin, guitar or
recorder pieces. The pupils performed with great confidence. We were
even treated to some poems and piano pieces that the children had
composed themselves, showing just how talented Ewell Castle pupils
are!
Individual performances were strong but when the children came
together as a year group to sing, it really lifted the roof with their
enthusiastic singing, giving us toe-tapping treats such as Hakuna
Matata and Upendi. Well done, Year 3 for a very enjoyable evening!

Mrs P Hacker

PRINCIPAL’S BREAKFAST
We held two ‘Breakfast with the Principal’ events this Spring term,
which were well attended by parents. The informal sessions offered
parents the chance to talk to Mr Harris and other members of School
staff, to catch up with each other over coffee and pastries as well as
to make use of our Parent Portal and Twitter Help Desk. The second
event also included a very successful pre-owned uniform sale. We
hope you’ll join us at one of our future events with Mr Harris.
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The children arrived ready with bikes
and safety helmets intact on the whole,
although some found the journey to
School more interesting than others! The
weather at last showed that it can be kind
and the children where expertly coached,
learning how to check their bikes to be
road worthy, starting and stopping safely,
being able to manoeuvre around objects
and the art of signalling.
There was much laughing and frivolity
amongst the group, but the seriousness of
what they were learning was slowly being
absorbed and it was encouraging to see
the progress that all the children made
as the day went on, particularly for those
who were a little unsure at the beginning.
Now that Level One has been done,
it is important that these key skills are
practiced over the coming months, so
that they are prepared for the challenges
of the Level Two scheme in Year 6, when
pupils progress to riding on the roads. We
look forward to similar success next year.
Well done the Year 5 Bikeability group.

ART THIS TERM

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 4

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

YEAR 6
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FESTIVAL CHOIR ‘THIS IS AFRICA’ CONCERT
On Wednesday 12th March, the Junior School
Festival Choir took part in This Is Africa at St.
Mary’s Church. The evening was a celebration
of music inspired by Africa, containing numbers
ranging from classical pieces to songs from
musicals and pop/rock songs. The children
opened the show with an animated performance
of Singabahambayo, an African folk song from
Zimbe, before joining with the Senior School
and the Castle Chorus. They also sang Gretchen
Peters’ Over Africa and their version of Boyzone’s
A Different Beat. It was a highly enjoyable
evening which was all in aid of Street Child
Africa, Ewell Castle’s chosen charity this year.
The show was incredibly well-received and it
was lovely to see so many people come together
and celebrate the children’s achievements whilst
raising money for such a worthy cause.

Miss S Nesling

ASHLEY CENTRE SINGING FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2014
Ewell Castle pupils were pleased to be able to support
a fundraising initiative for Epsom Hospital by singing at
the Ashley Centre, Epsom. The title of their concert was
‘Heralding the Spring’ with the Festival Choir members
blowing away the winter weather with good cheer. The
charity organiser Bess Harding commented, ‘I understand
this was their first outing - to me they were seasoned
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performers’. She was particularly impressed by Year 6
pupil Orhan who entertained shoppers with his amazing
ability on the piano.
The children not only raised the roof, but people’s spirits
and a super £177 towards hospital equipment.

Miss S Nesling

YEAR 4 PRODUCTION

ANNABELLE ADEY

On Thursday, 27th March in the evening Year 4 took to the
stage to perform ‘Readin’, Ritin’ and ‘Rockin’ for family
and friends. The children arrived at School buzzing with
excitement and anticipation. The parents were dazzled
by the performance which featured a number of character
changes and a variety of catchy songs including some
truly fabulous solos from this musically talented year
group. The children particularly enjoyed playing fictional
members of staff and provided the audience with a
fascinating window into their perception of school life. The
contagious enthusiasm with which the children performed
overflowed into the audience as parents and members of
staff, including Mr Harris, joined in with the dancing at the
end of the show.

We’re
very
proud
of
1 4 - y e a r- o l d
Annabelle
Adey,
recent
alumnus
of
Ewell
Castle
Junior School
has won the
lead role of
Nanny McPhee
in a new ballet
adaptation
of
the
hit
children’s film.
Annabelle beat
hundreds
of
dancers to the
role and will
perform with the London Children’s Ballet (LCB) as
part of its 20th anniversary celebrations. The LCB
aims to open ballet up to a new audience. It works
with youngsters aged 9-16 for five months, freeof-charge, culminating in a performance. Nanny
McPhee will be performed at the Peacock Theatre,
Portugal Street, London, between 24th-27th April
2014. Best of luck Anabelle.

Mr P Young and Mrs B Grierson

Mrs M Phillips
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JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT

HOCKEY

RUGBY

The Under 8 and Under 9 Girls Hockey teams have had
a season to be proud of. Both teams have finished the
term undefeated. Highlights have included wins over
Sutton High School, Aberdour Prep School, The Study
School and Micklefield School. The girls have worked
hard on their passing game, but our strength has been our
organisation in defence. Well done girls!

The Under 8 Tag-Rugby teams have impressed with their
teamwork this term. Both the ‘Red’ team and the ‘Blue’
team understand the importance of supporting each other
in attack and working together as a line in defence. After
starting the term with a couple of narrow defeats, the ‘Blue’
team finished strongly with a big win over Surbiton Prep
School. The ‘Red’ team have also developed throughout
the term. An opening defeat was followed by a draw
against Kingswood House School and wins over Surbiton
Prep School and Micklefield School.

The Under 10/11 Mixed Hockey team have improved
dramatically over the term. Tough matches against
Aberdour Prep School and Burys Court School taught
the team the value of keeping possession. Playing with
confidence, the team kept their formation in the final
match of the season, against The Study School, and were
unlucky to be beaten 2-3.
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The Under 9 Rugby team should firstly be commended on
actually being a team. In a year group containing only 10
boys, to be able to field a 9-a-side team for each fixture
deserves praise. Secondly, despite playing some very

tough matches, the boys have never given up. This is
reflected in the fact they have outscored the opposition in
the second half in all but one of their matches. The boys
were rewarded for their hard work in a mini-tournament
against Surbiton Prep School, recording two wins and a
draw.
The Under 10/11 Rugby teams have had a mixed season.
The boys have experienced close defeats against
Homefield Prep School and Aberdour School, as well
as draws against Chinthurst School and Kingswood
House School. However, both the ‘Red’ and ‘Blue’ teams
recorded wins over Micklefield School. The boys passed
the ball quickly to our speedy wide players, as well as
spreading out to make strong one-on-one tackles in
defence. A team was also entered into the CLFS Rugby
7s Tournament. The boys learnt the intricacies of Rugby
7s very quickly and earned themselves a well-deserved
draw against Eltham College.

MULTI-SPORTS FESTIVAL
On Friday, 21st March, Ewell Castle School hosted a
Multi-Sports Festival for local Year 2 children. Over 140
children attended from Meadow Primary School, St.
Clement’s Catholic School and Ewell Castle Junior School.
The motivation behind the Festival was to provide local
children with the chance to experience a range of sports
in a fun but non-competitive environment.
The Festival took place at the Senior School site (The
Castle) to allow use of the excellent sports facilities,
including the Sports Hall, tennis courts and playing fields.
Activities were lead by Ewell Castle PE staff, ably assisted
by Ewell Castle GCSE PE students. By all accounts an
excellent morning was had by all involved.

Mr M Darlow

SWIMMING
Congratulations to Joe Brown, Lewis McLellan, Tommy
Barrell and Jung Hwa Seo, who were chosen to represent
Ewell Castle Junior School at the Surrey Schools Swimming
Association Gala, held at the Guildford Spectrum in
February. The team finished 6th in their Freestyle Relay
and 5th in their Medley Relay.
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CHARITY
This Valentine’s Day the children wrote, drew and
produced pieces of work related to love and home,
as part of a charity fundraising initiative for Street
Child Africa, which supports homeless children on the
streets of Africa. Nearly £400 was raised for the charity
as a result of the mufti day and this poem epitomises
the sentiments that came out of this time of reflection,
empathy and gratitude.
“What would it feel like……
Not to have a home,
Not to have a mum or dad, or somebody that really
loves you.
What would it feel like……
To be hungry and thirsty all the time,
To be sick all the time,
With nobody to care for you.
What would it feel like ……..
To have no education,
To have no toys to play with,
And nothing to look forward to in life.
We are lucky to have everything that we have and must
be grateful!!

YEAR 2 TRIP TO BOURNE HALL
On Friday, 14th February Year
2 went on a trip to Bourne Hall
Museum. The trip was to help us
with our History topic about The
Great Fire of London. We found out
about how fires were put out in the
past. We saw an old fire engine.
It didn’t have a power hose like a
modern fire engine. It had a hand
pump instead.
Next, everyone had the chance to have a look around the
Museum at all the other exhibits. We saw some ancient
axes, a horse’s carriage and lots of things to do with the
Second World War. I liked the models of the tanks and
aeroplanes best. Everybody really enjoyed the trip!

William Tweed
Head Boy of Chessington Lodge

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE
NEW NURSERY BUILDING
4TH APRIL 2014

Every minute 6 children die in Africa…..
Due to lack of food and good water,
Due to lack of medical care,
Due to countries in crisis.
Every child deserves to be loved,
As we celebrate Valentine with our loved ones,
Let’s think about children in need all over the world.
Happy Valentine’s Day!!”

Kelechi Nwoko 5T

The Mayor of Epsom and Ewell officially opened our
new nursery at Chessington Lodge, and enjoyed our
‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic’.

Ewell Castle School
Church Street, Ewell, Surrey KT17 2AW
020 8393 1413
www.ewellcastle.co.uk
@EwellCastleUK

